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' •!?££&'• BART, ’ National:: Organisation Secretaryof the 
.COiitimai&t' Fariy, (Ci?) , USA, stateddn May 15, l$SO, that the . ' 
National Office. Of the- CP,’. USA, would ; like/t®' .release RUTH 
SHULMAN as anemployee of; the 'National: iMifmk'k - She has . ■jkkkti 
recently asked for a raise 'ia::.salasry«,; . .. 

:■> . 'k' ; , BART . also - stated thht the.;'Pfei*ty, is suspicidas-’'0f\^^^' 

DOROTHY ROBINSON, who is WILLIAM ;.L . PATTERSON * s .sO^Ota^^-r'- ^ 
The suspicion is basedonthe fact:' t.hat;:-'-she wears a oross; or ;.'- ; 
religions medal. Also on one Occasion she disappeared for 
.-several .days- and- no . one , knew’; where ' shewas. ' ; In .addition, : ..i; y _' ,' 

■ her , daughter formerly worked in the office of .the '-.NOW York ' 
District. The daughter is iaarriedtoa gambler. The daughter, 
had the combination to the Sew Ydf& District Office safe. k<k' 
She ,'and.. her husband broke' into the safe and to0k$1200. 

The money was obtained from dues payments, therefore, part'-'. 

; of it belonged to' the Nat ioha'l Vof flee * .' ; Only $3Q0 of '.this ! 'v 
amount was recovered* -. -if - Was also necessary tochange the*,/.-.: 
combination of the . safe- and. the... locks in the building which 
; houses -both -the : headquarters.. -of /.the CP,' US A, an d: .the .New York ■ : 
••■•District'. - Every , .tine, any one 'thinks of DOROTHY ROBINSON, .- they;;;" 

. think. ' of this incident involving: -her : - daughter and soa-iaTlawr'.;. 
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May 12, 1960 

Time, Type and Place of Meeting 

An enlarged meeting of the National Trade Union 
Commission of the Communist Party, USA was held in the national 
headquarters of the Communist Party, USA, 23 West 26th Street, 

New York City, on Thursday, May 12, 1960. 

Persons in Attendance 

The following persons were in attendance at this meeting: 

PHIL BART 
MORRIS CHILDS 
BEN DAVIS 
6US HALL 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
JIM JACKSON 
ANTHONY KRCHMAREK 
CLAUDE LIGHTF00T 
HY LUMER 
GEORGE MORRIS 
IRVING POTASH 
MILT ROSEff 
JACK STACHEL 
LOTJIS WE INS TOOK 
CARL WINTER 
JAMES WEST 

JACK STACHEL stated that the National Trade Union 
Consai.es ion is composed of the following persons: 

GUS HALL 

ANTHONY KRCHMAREK 
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IRVING POTASH 

MILT ROSEN 

JACK STACHEL 

LOUIS WE INS TOOK 

CARL WINTER 

The chairman of this meeting was IRVING POTASH 0 

Agenda 

The following was the proposed agenda for this meeting: 

1) Reports from the National Auto Commission and the 
National Steel Commission of the Communist Party, USA. 

2) Report by CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT on the preparations for 
the founding convention of the American Negro Labor Council. 

3) Labor and peace- -the AFL-CIO Foreign Affairs 
Conference. 

4) The functioning of the National Trade Union 
Commission of the Communist Party, USA. 

Items three and four of this agenda were not taken up, 
since the meeting adjourned for a reception for MAE WILLIAMSON 
of London, England. Also, this meeting, which was to have lasted 
for two days, was reduced to one day so that the meeting of the 
National Executive Committee could be extended to three days in 
view of recant international developments. 

After the report from the National Auto Commission, 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT asked to make his report, since he said that 
he had to leave the meeting. Privately, LIGHTFOOT stated that 
he was going to see EUGENE DENNIS. ESS DAVIS demanded to know 
where LIGHTFOOT was going. LIGHTFOOT replied ghat it was none of 
DAVIS' business, but that if he had to know, LIGHTFOOT was going 
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to see EUGENE DENNIS . LIGHTFOQT asked DAVIS If he didn't like 
this idea, but DAVIS made no reply,, 

Report from the National Auto 
Commission by CARL WINTER 

CARL WINTER reported that the auto industry in the 
United States is unstable, and that there is a lot of discontent 
and ferment among the workers in this industry* Presently, 
there is the largest stock pile of automobiles in the hands of 
the dealers in the history of the United States* There is a 
tight market and great unemployment. He said that while the 
United Auto Workers Union consists of workers in automobile 
manufacturing, farm equipment manufacturing, and machine 
production, his remarks would deal mostly with the auto industry. 

WINTER said that while the production of automobiles 
is greater than it has been at any time since 1955, this 
production is accompanied by declining employment and large 
profits for the corporations. Consequently, there is unrest 
among the workers. Speed-up and insecurity are the main features 
of the auto industry at this time. One- fourth of the small 
foreign cars imported into the United States are actually 
manufactured by United States corporations, specifically, the 
big three in the auto industry in the United States. These 
corporations own European plants. Last year, Western Europe 
produced four million automobiles, while the United States 
produced five and a half million automobiles. If the present 
trend continues; Western Europe will surpass the United States 
in auto production by 1962. 

According to WINTER, the leadership of the UAW does 
not challenge the speed-up which prevails in the auto industry. 
Furthermore, the union leadership does not challenge the 
decentralization of plants and does nothing to have the workers, 
who lose jobs because of decentralization, compensated for this 
loss. Instead, the UAW leadership talks about organizing the 
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white collar workers. The UAW leadership is behaving like 
JOHN L. LEWIS in the 1930 's when LEWIS cooperated with the 
mining companies in getting rid of workers who were described 
as excess baggage. 

Continuing, WINTER said that there is a corps of 
one thousand workers in the auto industry in Michigan alone 
who are unemployed. Dues payments in the UAW have dropped. 

While the UAW speaks of a membership of one million, this 
figure is inflated. There is a deficit in the international 
fund of the UAW. While there is twenty-three million dollars 
in the strike fund of the UAW S this money is earmarked for a 
catastrophic situation, such as a prolonged strike. 

WINTER said that in 1959 WALTER REUTHER made a big 
noise about action in behalf of the unemployed. In 1960, 

REUTHER has forgotten about the unemployed and is raising the 
issue of profit sharing. The Communist Party is critical of 
the profit-sharing approach. While the Communist Party does 
place emphasis on the enormous profits of the corporations, at 
the same time, the Party shows the workers that profit sharing 
is not a substitution for daily demands , higher wages, care of 
the unemployed, protest against speed-up, etc. The difference 
between the Communist Party and the leadership of the UAW is that 
the latter wants to substitute profit sharing for the fulfillment 
of the demands of the workers. 

Then WINTER said that the discontent in the UAW is 
becoming widespread and has resulted in a number of wildcat 
strikes in many factories. These wildcat strikes have compelled 
the corporations to improve conditions on a shop level. The 
leadership of the UAW is very uneasy about this discontent. The 
leadership of the UAW sent EMIL MAZEY into Canada to carry out a 
purge of a UAW local on the grounds that it was infiltrated by 
Reds. This is one way the UAW leadership has of breaking up 
rank and file discontent. Because he had to carry out this purge, 
MAZEY was put on the spot. MAZEY and REUTHER do not see eye to 
eye. Because he had to carry out the purge, MAZEY is less popular 
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with the rank and file. M&2EY is adopting an independent 
position on many issues 0 The speech on peace which M&ZEY 
made in Chicago has never appeared in print under UAW auspices. 
The "Kenosha Labor" is the only publication speaking for the 
UAW which reprinted this speech 0 MAZEY is jockeying for an 
independent base. 

Continuing, WINTER said that while the UAW leadership 
is unpopular, it is wrong to jump to the conclusion that the 
rank and file in the union wants to dump this leadership. In 
some sections of the UAW, the union leadership is more militant 
than the top leadership and is reacting to this militancy of 
the rank and file. An example of this is the farm equipment 
leadership in Chicago o 

WINTER said that GOSSER (phonetic), who was at one 
time suspended from the UAW, has been taken back into the union 
by REUTHER as the head of the skilled tradesmen and the head of 
the Toledo area. The reason for this is that REUTHER needs 
GOSSER for support. 

Next WINTER stated that the National Committee for 
Democratic Action is a rank° and- file movement within the UAW. 

Its leaders are former leaders in the skilled trades. The 
National Committee for Democratic Action is not a going concern. 
The Communist Party has a negative attitude toward this group. 

The Communist Party wants this group to execute its program 
through a mobilization of all the workers, not only the radicals. 
The main drive of this group is to oust WALTER REUTHER at the 
next constitutional convention of the UAW. WINTER stated that 
it is his opinion that the National Committee for Democratic 
Action will not be successful in this attempt. While the workers 
in the UAW may resent the union leadership, they favor unity 
and will rally around REUTHER to preserve the union. 
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WINTER stated that as far as the CP can determine, 
there is no new leadership in the making in the UAW as yet. 
MAZEY is only a potential. REUTHER is trying to destroy 
MAZEY. The CP should avoid helping in the destruction of 
MAZEY. Then WINTER took issue with the fact that "The Worker" 
reprinted the speech MAZEY made in Chicago. He said, we 
are hugging MAZEY a little too tightly, WINTER also stated 
that he disagrees with those who overestimate the National 
Committee for Democratic Action within the UAW. 

Next WINTER stated that at one time the River Rouge 
Plant of the Ford Motor Company had 85,000 workers, all of 
whom were members of the UAW. Today there are .28,000 workers 
in this plant so there is a large body of unemployed workers, 
some of whom have 14 to 15 years seniority in this plant. 

Then WINTER exhibited a leaflet with the caption 
"Save Your Job." He said that this leaflet was issued by a 
Ford Local of the UAW as a result of Left initiative, but it 
is not a CP leaflet. The leaflet has 120 signatures. WINTER 
said that this type of activity on a plant level is needed. 

We should hold our horses and should mobilize the workers 
before setting up a top committee of union leaders. He said 
that there is a similar development among the skilled workers 
at Ford. 

WINTER exhibited another leaflet put out by a group 
of Cadillac workers known as the Right Wing Green Slate. He 
stated that even though this group calls themselves "Right 
Wingers", their demands are like Left Wing demands. A Negro 
is on the slate. The phrase "Right Wing" does not mean any- 
thing and the CP has to unite with all of the workers. The 
workers will unite with those who solve their grievances on the 
job, those who fight the foremen for the workers, those who 
fight against speed-up and those who fight against unemployment . 

Continuing WINTER said that the UAW is in terrible 
shape. It is caught in the vice of the contract. When the 
last contract was signed, the union undertook to police it. 
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This is why the UAW leadership does very little about grievances,, 
why it tries to stop wildcat strikes, etc. 

WINTER stated that in April, 1961, the UAW will hold 
a special convention dealing with grievances and demands. This 
is not a constitution convention and it will not elect officers. 
The National Auto Commission o f the-C P-j-USA . will need the 
help of the National Trade Union Commission o f the CP. US A, to 
wo rk out^ prQpQsars-and^eWfrds for this convention of the UAW. 

In concluding WINTER stated that there is a need for 
the CP to issue a declaration in answer to the National 
Association of Manufacturers which has been talking about i960 
being "our year." WINTER said, we should point out that this 
should be the year of the workers. 

Discussion of WINTER'S Report 

There was a brief discussion of WINTER'S report. The 
discussion consisted mainly of questions directed to WINTER. 

Among those participating in the discussion were LOUIS WEINSTOCK, 
GEORGE MORRIS, HY LUMER, DOROTHY HEALEY, IRVING POTASH and BEN 
DAVIS. 

In answer to a question, WINTER said that there is 
a progressive caucus in the Ford Local of the UAW. The last 
meeting of this caucus was held in the Ford Union Hall with 
150 workers in attendance. ST ELL ATO (PH), President of this 
Local, was invited to attend the meeting, but he did not do 
so. This caucus is angry with • STELLATO and is in opposition 
to him. The caucus claims that STELLATO is not clear on the 
Negro question as well as other issues. However, the position 
of the CP is to try to establish a working relationship with 
STELLATO and explain to him his weaknesses and why some of the 
rank and filers are angry with him. 
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Report by CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT on the 
Preparation for the Founding Convention 
of the American Negro Labor Council 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT stated that he doubted that there 
will be 2,000 delegates at the Founding Convention of the 
American Negro Labor Council (ANLC) in Detroit during the last 
weekend in May. He said that there is not even a good mobiliza* 
tion in Detroit for this convention. Therefore, it will be 
necessary for the CP, and those tvho it influences, to stay 
on top of this mobilization. 



LIGHTFOOT said that the ANLC is an unprecedented 
movement. There is nothing to go by from past experiences. 

There are 1 to l|- million Negro trade unionists being mobilized 
and this is most important. There are some problems in regard 
to the organizational structure of the ANLC. There are dangers 
of splits as a result of struggles between rank and filers and 
trade union officials. 

At the convention in Detroit, the general issue will 
be the constitution. The ANLC is already working on amendments 
to the draft constitution. The CP must be a constructive and 
unifying force at the Founding Convention of the ANLC. The 
Steering Committee of the ANLC met in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
last weekend. The position of A. PHILIP RANDOLPH is very difficult. 
The Steering Committee has changed clause 12 which excluded 
Communists from the ANLC. Now the Steering Committee is talking 
about not accepting Communists, Fascists and others who belong 
to a totalitarian type of organization. LIGHTFOOT said that 
this is worse than clause 12. 

Next LIGHTFOOT said, we should ride along with every- 
thing except a narrow movement, "red-baiting", etc. The ANLC 
has got to take up all the issues facing the Negro people, such 
as economic and political issues, and not just trade union issues. 

Then LIGHTFOOT stated that the CP will have a Steering 
Committee at Detroit to guide CP members in attendance at the 
Founding Convention of the ANLC. This CP Steering Committee 
will consist of the followings 
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Jim Jackson, who will be at the ANLC Convention 
representing "The Worker," but will be able to speak for the 
leadership of the CP, USA; 

BERT WASHINGTON of Cleveland 

DAVE MOORE of Detroit 

BERT WASHINGTON will have his headquarters in the 
Statler Hotel in Detroit and CP members will be given the 
location of Washington's headquarters. 

Remarks of GUS HALL on the 
American Negro Labor Council 

After some considerable discussion on the ANLC, there 
was a summary by GUS HALL. 

HALL stated that at first GEORGE MEANY was opposed 
to the ANLC. Later the leadership of the AFL~CIO changed its 
mind and has decided to take over and to influence the ANLC. 

HALL said that it is his opinion that PHILIP RANDOLPH is not 
very happy about this development. RANDOLPH would be happy to 
get a big rank and file delegation which would make it possible 
for him to get a cadre out of the ANLC. The CP should not be 
placed in the position of playing a disruptive role in the 
ANLC. Yet the CP should help to prevent the AFL=CIO officialdom 
and the Social Democrats from taking over the ANLC. 

HALL stated that the CP will have to use common 
sense and will have to roll with the punches , Even if the 
CP fights against a narrow constitution and "red°baiting" in 
the ANLC, this fight should not result in a split and the 
isolation of the CP from the ANLC. 

In conclusion, HALL stated that the ANLC will elect 
an Executive Committee of 23. To guarantee a democratic organize ■= 
tion, 12 of these 23 will be from the rank and file, while 11 
will be full time trade union organizers. RANDOLPH is in 
favor of this type of leading committee. 
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Report from the National Steel 
Commission of the CP* USA, by 
ANTON KRCHMAREK 

This reporter was not present for all of KRCHMAREK* s 

report. 



KRCHMAREK talked about unemployment in the steel 
industry because of speed-up and automation. He said that 
recently the Rarick Movement within the United Steel Workers 
of America held a conference in Pittsburgh. The Rarick Move- 
ment is concentrating on Local elections, which will take 
place this year. DAVID MC DONALD, President of the USWA,' 
is trying to expose the Rarick Movement by saying that it is 
receiving funds from outside the. union. Therefore, MC DONALD 
may use the Landrum-Griffin Act to get the Rarick Movement to 
explain its financial set-up. KRCHMAREK stated however! that 
the Rarick Movement obtains money from rank and file trade 
unionists and that MC DONALD will not have a leg to stand on 
in regard to this charge. 

Discussion of the Report 

by ANTON KRCHMAREK ! 



GUS HALL predicted that within a few years the Rarick 
Movement will take over the USWA. : 

All present at this meeting stated that the CP should 
get into the Rarick Movement. However, KRCHMAREK pdnted out 
that the conference in Pittsburgh was restricted to the old 
members of the Rarick Movement and that at least for the 
present time this 3s a closed movement. 

GEORGE MORRIS stated that the newspaper with the 
biggest story on the Pittsburgh conference of the Rarick Move- 
ment was the "Wall Street Journal". MORRIS said that the steel 
contract will be the big issue for the Rarick Movement. This 
movement now recognizes that the old fight against higher 
union dues payments is no longer an issue in the USWA. : 
Grievances of the workers, such as speed-up, automation; and 
unemployment, are the big issues now. MORRIS also stated that 
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the Rarick Movement asked that DAVID MC DONALD take a cut in 
his salary of $50,000 a year. It was pointed out that the 
salary of WALTER REUTHER is only $22,000 a year. 

Remarks of JACK STACHEL 

JACK STACHEL stated that the reports of CARL WINTER 
and ANTON KRCHMAREK were very good since they have an 
economic basis. The reports showed that automation and speed- 
up are resulting in unemployment. In regard to whether this 
is the year of the manufacturers, STACHEL stated that the 
National Association of Manufacturers may be boasting. The 
manufacturers have not been so successful in i960. They were 
going to smash the USWA, yet the workers won a long strike. 

It is true that the manufacturers got the Landrum-Griffin Act,, . 
but this legislation can be fought. 

Then STACHEL stated that the AFL-CIO has no program 
for the working people of the United States. While the AFL- 
CIO has a cold war program, it has no program for economic 
improvement. The AFL-CIO has a program of splits. This is 
why the Teamsters are out of the AFL-CIO. All of these things 
weaken the labor movement in the United States . 

Next STACHEL stated that* ‘We" CP should take a more 
critical attitude toward the AFL-CIO and the International 
unions. The CP should expose the fact that the AFL-CIO and the 
international unions have no program and are not fighting for 
the worker. Even WALTER REUTHER no longer has a bag of tricks. 
REUTHER used to come out with somethirg new and different all 
the time even though all of his schemes were not practical. 

Now REUTHER is only playing a supporting role to GEORGE MEANY. 

STACHEL warned that the CP should not mechanically 
compare the rank and file movements in the UAW and the USWA. 

In the steel industry there is a genuine rank and file move- 
ment which has existed for a number of years and this is where 
the CP ought to work. 

Proposal by GUS HALL with an 
Amendment by IRVING POTASH 



GUS HALL proposed that the Secretariat of the CP, 
USA, and the National Steel Commission of the CP, USA, meet 
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together and work out a most positive attitude toward the rank 
and file or Rarick Movement in the steel industry. Further, 
that the steel industry should he the main industrial concen- 
tration for the CP, USA. That the CP, USA, pursue this as a 
crash program for at least one or two years, 

IRVING POTASH stated that he would fully accept this 
proposal with one amendment. The amendment would he that the 
CP, USA, still consider the auto industry as well as the steel 
industry as the chief points of concentration, hut that no 
other industries would be chief points of concentration by 
the Party, While both the steel and auto industries would be 
the chief points of concentration, the CP emphasis would be on 
the steel industry. HALL agreed to the amendment of POTASH 
and this proposal by HALL, as amended by POTASH, was adopted 
unanimously at this meeting. 

This meeting concluded at this time. It is possible 
that IRVING POTASH may summarize this enlarged meeting of 
the National Trade Union Commission of the CP, USA, at the 
meeting of the National Executive Committee of the CP, USA, , 
or at an enlarged meeting of the Secretariat of the CP, USA, 
scheduled to be held on Monday, May 16, i960. 
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of the CP, USA. Details follow. 

The following persons were in attendance for 
the sessions of May 14, I960: 



Members of the -National Executive Committee 



PHIL BART 
BENJAMIN. DAVIS 
GUS .HALL 
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CLARENCE HATHAWAY 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
JAMES JACKSON 
ANTHONY KRCHMAREK 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
HYMAN LUMER 
GEORGE MEYERS 
IRVING POTASH 
JACK STACHEL 
JAMES WEST 
CARL WINTER 

Guests 

BILL ALBERTSON 
JIM ALLEN 
HERBERT APTHEKER 
MORRIS. CHILDS 
BETTY GANNETT 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG 
LOUIS WEINSTOCK 
WILLIAM WEINSTONE 

At the suggestion of GUS HALL, IRVING POTASH was 
the Chairman of the sessions on May 14, i960. 

The sessions consisted of twn main r eport s - one 
was by -HY t.timer on Education rid tri«ar>i ngw. the other was 
by JIM JACK SON on Agitation and Propagand a. The rest 
o f ~ the^ eis^irons“^was devoted tcT discussions on. these reports 
and an information report by MORRIS C wtt.t>s nn nuha- The 
reports of LUMER and JACKSON will be mimeographed. 

LUMER was self -critical and critical of the 
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National Office of the CP* USA, because sufficient leadership 
has not been given in the field,. of educat ion. He emphasized 
the^i^portau as one of the most important 

forms for Party education,, He said that in the National 
Office of the CP, USA, there, is no real educational 
apparatus although some individuals work on education. 

He stated that WILLIAM .WEINSTONE gives him some assistance, 
but, in general, education is still being brushed aside. 

There is very little c a dre“t r arhii^““"The r ''pr e s entHiadr e 
received its training a long-time ago. We have too few 
ideological militants who defend theory. The CP, USA 
has lost the habit of leading and of self study. One 
might say we do not have a reading membership today. 

LUMER stated that the training of educators to 
teach the Party is an important task of the Party. The 
training of club leaders is the next most important task. 

He proposed a six month stud y .perio-d-on.tthe~theory and 
p ra ct Ice~^ ^Ma rxi sm-Leni ni sm . This would include "an 
i n tro ducWon^f "lievriiUiTrgs^'o^tudy such as "The Foundations 
of Marxism-Leninism" by OTTO KUUSINEN. 

LUMER also spoke about the use of the "Worl d 
M arxist Review" . He said that this magazine is very" 

<vari.ua Die , out the total circulation in the US is just a 
little over 800 copies. He proposed a drive to double 
this circulation. 

LUMER also proposed the setting up o f a national 
organization and edu cational apparatus. The task of this 
'apparatus shouIB^e^ha t of" issuing s tudy outlin es and 
organizing schools . The apparatus should be subdivided 
into departments. LUMER proposed that he be in charge 
of organizing the schools or education apparatus and that 
he contact the districts in this regard. He proposed that 
WILLIAM WEINSTONE work in the area of cadre training. 

Someone, not LUMER, , should be in c har ge of agitation, 
even though he has this task at the present. Furthermore, 
the more important districts should assign ca'dre for 
similar tasks. 

PHIL BART talked about the loss of cadre and the 
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need to retrain cadre. He said that the main losses were 
^among the middle cadre, . They were of the age level of 
25 to 40 years. Today, the average club chairman, has 
been in the CP for 20 years. This means that the^Ea rty 
has not trained any new cadre and Lis no t training any 
new ^b'adre how . ' ' 

JACK STACHEL stated that because of a lack 
of understanding of. theory and a lack of education, the 
party does not react to events soon enough on the lower 
levels. Therefore, if the leading comrades would meet with 
the clubs, they could raise the level of education and 
get the clubs to react faster to current events, 

GUS HALL stated th at t he top leadership of the 
CP i s not . eoul p,P£ AJbo- train~”_Q-t hors~. tfeer^ 
necessary to r aise the education level of t his lead ership . 
There is a need to cut out bombast and long windedness ; 
a need to quit being so shallow minded and a need to 
really begin to study and to help educate others. 

WILLIAM WEINST0NE talked about the importance 
of the new book, "The Foundations of Marxism-Leninism". 

He stated that he doubted that he could accept the 
assignment for cadre training which LTJMER suggested for 
him because he is in poor health. 

t 

LOUIS WEINSTOCK stated that there are plenty of 
nembers of the CP who could be a part of the cadre. DOROTHY 
HEALEY stated that the CP does not apply Marxism-Leninism 
to the US. Many books are being released which analyze 
the American scene, but we in the CP do not do this. 

In his report, JAMES JACKSON read several pages 
of a volume of LENIN on agitation — and, which 

was written in 1897. JAdKSON stated that agitation 



- 4 - 




NY 100-80641 



eeffieH b -m m c d - i - a t o i ss ue-, Propaganda 

the seebts 
He 



is s upposed to arose paonle ^oa- 
is more _$J 

of Ide as In the minds of the more advanced thin kers 
referred to a remark "Sy^USTlALL that the agitational 
material of the CP, USA is abominable. 

Then JACKSON talked about what is necessary to 
get an audience. , He said, the CP must compete with 
Madison Avenue. The advertising in the US is very slick 
and very effective. The CP m ust put out reading mater ial 
which wil l compete with Madison Avenue . Skills in the 
Party whichcanTHo this must be uti li zed „ The Party must 
use the art of sloganizing in order to develop good 
propaganda. The Party needs agitators and propaojiists 
who have ma stered theorY ana comEined I t v^nrcraft sman s hip 
to produce readable and attractive material. 

JACKSON said that if the Party does not use radio 
and/or television, it will not reach the people. He also 
discussed the use of "The Worker" as an agitator and 
propagandist. He said plans are now being formulated 
for a daily paper and perhaps the "Daily Worker" will be 
issued again by 1961. 

ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG stated that the revisionist 
assault against the CP, USA resulted in a lessening of the 
distribution of theoretical literature. However, he has 
plenty of this material on hand, but the CP, USA is not 
buying or using it. 

BEN DAVIS stated we are still far from having 
ideological unity, in the CP, Actually we have a united 



CARL WINTER stated that he does not agree that 
the CP has to compete with Madison Avenue. While he would 
like to see the CP have livelier leaflets. It must appeal 



- 5 - 




NY 100-80641 



to the workers. Many workers are suspicious of leaflets 
printed on slickpaper. 

CLAUDE LIGHTF00T stated that until the CP tackles 
the problem of getting cadre In a practical way and takes 
into consideration the overall needs of the individuals, 
it will not get results. 

HEKBERTH APTHEKER stated, we must find the 
key to put into_a person's mind. Then we must turn that 
key so as to expose the lies of the US Government such 
as the lie on the U-2 flight over the USSR. The Party 
must put passion and feeling into its agitation. It mu st 
learn how to agitate and propagandize .. fo ri democracy... 
socialism and patriotism. We have to destroy the image 
o f "CoiMimlistl^ to their country. In truth, 

we are the patriots] we fight for peace and to destroy 
the lies ofithe government for the good of our country. 

LOUIS WEINSTOCK stated that "The Worker" advisory 
committee has. been established. No one should be surprised 
if this committee should start a drive for 100,000 to 
150,000 dollars to lay the basis for republication of the 
"Daily Worker". 

GUS HALL said he has heard the same story from 
TMRACHTENBERQ on numerous occasions. TRACHTENBERG better 
stop talking about old titles. We need a new list of 
titles, books and pamphlets. He said he has told this to 
TRACHTENBERG before and is telling him again. TRACHTENBERG 
has got to get out of the past. 

HALL stated, in style, form and content, our 
literature reads like it was put out by people who do not 
care if they influence a single soul or if anybody ever 
reads it. Some of the stuff is just put out for the record. 
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HALL also stated he is of the opinion that the CP needs 
to compete with Madison Avenue. Also the Party needs 
to develop a system of finding out what effect it's 
material has on the people. He also suggested the 
setting up of two watch dog committees of from 40 to 50 
people to read and then to criticize "The Worker" and 
"Political Affairs"., 

WILLAIM . JWEINSTONE stated that more passion and 
more heat is needed in the propaganda speeches of the Party 
speakers if they want the people to believe them. Most 
of the speakers read their material as if they do not 
believe it themselves. 

LUMER proposed that both his and JACKSON’S reports 
be adopted. HALL asked if LUMER intended that LUMER 1 s 
suggestions be included in the motion for adoption, LUMER 
replied in the affirmative and the NEC adopted the 
proposal , ~ ” — “ 
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On Monday „ lay 1© 0 I960 D <SI§ EALLs .(General Secretary 
of tb® Comrataist Party (CP ) 0 ESAp Pas very critical of tb® 
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GP. f _Uj9A* 'Ml stated ’“that BART is not a .good organiser <> 

He said that be ; ms particularly concerned over BMT's 
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MILL said that it' is necessary t© find someone to take ©barge' 
of tb© Party finances on a full, tw basis o 

MILL stated that JACOpfACHML is not working full , 
tine on ™Tb© Worker™, s® b© bas "talked to STACSDSL about giving. 
BAIT some belp in tb© organisation department 0 STACEEL may 
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regard to tbe I960 .©lection campaign o 
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subject: 



ORGANIZATION 






The newly elected Communist Party (CP), USA, national 
executive committee held its first meeting in New York City on 
5/13-15/60o Among the important matters discussed were the 
following; 

CP Electoral Policy 

The Party 8 s electoral policy includes three main aspects; 

(l) participate in elections to influence their outcome, (2) raise 
issues, sharpen demands and mobilize the people and (3) use elections 
to promote the Party's program. It was stated the Republican Party 
has been seriously damaged as a result of the "spy plane" incident 
and the peace issue is now more important than ever. The Party has 
a duty and responsibility to bring together the "non-Party left" so 
they can play a foie in the i 960 elections. The Party must develop 
independent political action and try to run candidates for office 
wherever and whenever possible. 

Education and Ideology 

There has been a lack of leadership in the field of educa- 
tion and no real educational apparatus exists in the CP,UUSA, The 
habit of reading and self-study has been lost and there is very 
little cadre training in the Party today. National educational 
apparatus was proposed, as was a six -month study period throughout 
the Party on the theory and practice of Marxism-Leninism, It is J 
necessary to raise the educational level of Party leadership so these 
leaders can assist in the training of others. Only two CjP districts 
(have had 'continuous education directors, namely. New York N and* Chicago, 

Agitation and Propaganda /y 

Agitation is supposed to arouse people on an immediate 
issue, while propaganda is a long-term concept designed to plant the 
seeds of ideas in the minds of the more advanced thinkers. The Party 
needs agitators and propagandists who can produce attractive and read- 
able material. In style, form and, content, CP literature' today reads 
as though it were put out by someone who does not care whether it is 
lever read or whether it has any iihrf'luen^ejn on the masses, in 411 media. 
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Memorandum to Mr 0 Belmont 
RE; COMMUNIST PARTY, USA - 
ORGANIZATION 
100-3-69 

including television, radio and film strips, must be used in this 
work. Agitation must have an immediate relationship to the daily 
life of the masses. The Party must use "The Worker” for agitation 
and "Political Affairs,** the monthly theoretical journal, for 
propaganda. 

The International Situation 

The "spy plane” incident created "the most massive self- 
exposure that has taken place in history" and has led to an impossible 
situation because no open defense has been received from any quarter. 
The peace forces in the world have never had such a clear-cut issue. 
The Party must point out that the United States Government is 
re instituting McCarthyism in that the Central Intelligence Agency 
( CIA) and the National Security Council are becoming the dominant 
forces in American foreign policy. The Party should (l) point out 
the U. So Government has become committed to the use of atomic 
weapons by its Armed Forces, (2) point out the moral degradation of 
the United States in being allied with Franco and Chiang Kai-shek, 

(3) point out the racism, arrogance and rottenness of the ruling class 
in the United States (4) point out the growing" need of preventative 
war in military circles and (5) must intensify its struggle against 
CIA and other such forces. Khrushchev can be counted upon to adhere 
to a policy of promoting peace, coexistence and progress in the 
settlement of the Berlin issue. All developments in the "plane 
incident" are examples of the way Khrushchev takes advantage of 
contradictions existing in the bourgeois world and uses those con- 
tradictions to further peaceful coexistence. 

Election of CG 5824-S as Foreign Affairs Secretary 

( Gus Hall proposed that CG 5824-S be elected secretary of 

1 the foreign affairs committee of the Party in view of the very 
important job he has been doing and the real contributions he has 
made in this specific field. In this position, CG 5824-S is answer- 
able to the national executive committee and is considered a part 
of the national executive committee although he was not elected to 
the national executive committee. The selection of the informant 
for this posit! on will not be announced beyond the national executive 
committee. At the present time the foreign affairs committee is a 
committee of one. This is the first time we have had an informant 
associated with the national executive committee. 
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ACTIONS 



This is for your Information „ This 
disseminated in the next issue of the Current 







material will- be 
Intelligence Analysis,, 
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A June "control" of Party members has been ordered * 
by the national office of the CP, according to an announcement 
by NORMAN HAALAND, Oregon state CP chairman, to members of 
the Party's state board at a meeting on the night of 5 / 19 / 6 O. 

| | advised this date that HAALAND told the 

state board members that instructions calling for the "control" 
or collection of data on members had been handed down by 
GUS HALL, the national organization's general secretary. 

It was pointed out to HAALAND that such a registration 
of members was conducted only recently prior to HAALAND' s- 
attendance at the March meeting of the national committee ,i 
Nevertheless, HAALAND said, the procedure must be followed' 
again, HAALAND indicated that he would notify the other 
Party iclubs in Oregon outside Portland, According to 305 , 
the registration will", include the usual data as to age of fl 

members, number of years in Party, occupation, etc. {$ 
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The fo llo wing Is a summary of Information furnished 
W A | I on 5 / 13 / 60 , in regard 

to the first da^/of sessions of a three day meeting of b6 

the N&tiimai-fScecutive Committee of the CP, USA, being b7 

held in the National Headquarters of the CP, USA, 23 
W, 26th St., NYC. Full details will follow: A 



attendance 



The following members of the NEC were in 



PHIL BART 
BENJAMIN DAVIS 
EUGENE DENNIS 
GUS HALL 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
JAMES JACKSON 
ANTHbNY KRCHMAREK 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
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HYMAN LUMER 
IRVING POTASH 
JACK STACHEL 
JAMES WEST • . 

• CARL WINTER 

The following invited guests were also in attendance: 

. BILL ALBERTSON - - 

JAMES ALLEN 
HERBERT APTHEKER 
MORRIS CHILDS 
BETTY GANNETT 
ARNOLD JOHNSON . . 

ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG 
LOUIS WEINSTOCK 

JAMES JACKSON was the Chairman of the session 
on 5/13/60, and this session dealt only with aspects of 
the electoral?- policy of the CP, USA. The main remarks 
were made by JACK.. STACHEL. While STACHEL made some . 
suggestions, no proposals were made at this session. 

STACHEL said that there are three aspects of 
Party policy in electoral matters and this policy was 
adopted as far back as 1955. These three aspects are: 

1. The party participates in elections to 

influence their, outcome. ... 

2. The Party raises issues, sharpens demands, 

and mobilizes people, 1 

3. The independent role of the CP in bringing 
about a realignment and in raising its own problems. 

STACHEL stated that two new factors have, 
influenced the electoral;. situation in the last week and 
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On 5/13/60, NY 2358-S* advised that the CP, USA,‘ ||1 
NYD Organization Commission met ~ on this date at CP Iwlsii 

Headquarters, 23 West 26th St., NYC. WILLIAM ALBERTSON \Yfl 
(CP USA NYD Organization Secretary) acted as Chairman of \Mf 
this meeting and stated the agenda., would be as follows: 

i l) Organization question / 

21 Election campaign • / 

3 ) Peace question. / 

ALBERTSON on taking up the first point stated that — ' 
the National Organization Commission was considering conducting 
a national registration some time in the fall. It would give 
the Party nationally the first picture of its membership 
since "the crisis", and the ' overcoming of "the crisis." >\ JjK 



3/ Bureau (IOO- 3 - 69 ) (RM) 

1- NY 100-128817 (CP, USA, NYD Membership) (4l4) 
1- NY 100-80641 ( CP, USA, Organization) (415) 

1- NY 100-128823, (CP, USA,NYD Dorn. Adm. ) (414) 

1- NY 100-128812 iCP.USA NYD Pol. Activities) ( 
1- NY 100-128814 (414) 

, - REC= 1 

JFLsras 



& mt 






7 196 



Approved: 



Per 



Special Agent in Charge 




FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 



5/16/60 



Transmit the following in 



AIRTEL 



(Type in plain text or code) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



NY 100-128814 



ALBERTSON continued by stating that a special type of 
registration form would be used. It will not only count 
members, list ages and length of time in the Party, but it 
will list other background information. 

ALBERTSON then proceeded to discuss dues payments 
by the membership of the Party, He stated that between now 
and June 30 every effort must be made to have all members 
paid up to June 30th. 

During the discussion on the question of dues and 
registration a comment was made that "when a comrade registers 
we don'-jj. take his name or his address." 

ALBERTSON then proceeded to give a short report 
on the Primary Election Campaign being waged in New York 
City. He gave a brief summary on the different election 
districts and the candidates involved. 

ALBERTSON then took up the 3rd point on the 
agenda which was the Peace Question. ALBERTSON in 
discussing the plane incident stated that the reaction of 
the overwhelming majority of the American people was that 
there was no excuse for it. The U.S, Government has not 
been able to make one single statement which would give them 
the offensive. 

ALBERTSON stated that "we" have a role to play, 
the club leadership of the Party has to sit down with the 
club membership to help the comrades decide the best approach 
in expressing themselves to EISENHOWER while he is at the 
Summit Conference. ALBERTSON informed those present "to 



Approved: 



.M Per 



Special Agent in Charge 




FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 



Transmit the following in 



Via AXRTEL 



5/16/60 



(Type in plain text or code ) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



NY 100-128814 



keep talking peace like you never talked before." 

ALBERTSON then stated the next meeting of the 
State Organization Commission would be held May 27 , 1960< 
Meeting was then adjourned. 
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NY 2010-Sj, on 5/19/60, advised that the 
following statement on the failure of the Summit Meeting 
was i ssued for the National Secretariat of the Commu nist 
Paf't^r oFThe United ^ates F^M3US^HALL « the General 
Secretary: 



"The failure of the Summit negotiations to 
take place is a serious setbac k to the cause of world 
peace and disarmament and to the ending of the co 1 cTwar 0 
XF“Kas created a situation which calls upoxT't‘Ke~?55efTcan 
people to think soberly concerning the causes and the possible 
consequences of this development and to avoid being swayed 
by hysterical reactions. 

^ Respon sibility for this failure must be 
placed at the door of those rabid^dTeh a rci col d wag e xpon ents 
in our country who have unceas inglymaneuver ed and intrigued , 
to scuttle any serious negotiations for peace and must- be ; 
p laced at the door of th e EISENHOWER A dministration which has 
yielded to these elements and become a party to their double- 
dealing. 
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"This Was expressed in a series/of inciden ts/; * 
indicating that there was no real intention of seribusly : 
seeking agreement with the : Soviet': Union. v^These .itffcr'e’ .fcapped' • 

by the provocative act of sending a spy plane across the . 

Soviet Union on the very: eve of the Sui#nt meetings' followed / 
by decjU^£isns^by_fefi£^^ that such ; \ 

violations of the territory of other nations have been and 
continue to be the policy of our government, -‘jo '.this'. was* 
added the failure to send even a diplomatic note of ' apology .. 

customary in such circumstances, — ' . Vrr _ : / •. 

"All this represents a serious backsliding, 
from the position of EISENHOWER at Camp David, a position which ;. 
we hailed as indicating, a turn in/ tjie direction of ,;■& policy 
Of peace ; but we^-cann.at/supnort or condone J± l& prescnt ^fcand 
of the J JL3^ffi01®J.^j^toini^t^atipnJwhich has been such as to bring . 
shame on our country and po force a situation which no leader , 
of a sovereign power could enter into, negotiations. A Summit 
Conference is st ill vitally needed . Negotiations for peac e 
and disarmament are ho less urg ent th an^befor e. The Icecent 
trap^'^v^fF'lre/w^wf^hrng" to^the^American people to 



predent war mentality in big busi ness circles, in the State 



D epartm ent, in the Pentagon; Which is still very strorig and 
menacing in our midst and is a warning that the people must 
press. for a policy of negotiation and good faith and for dealing with 
the Soviet Union as an equal, the only basis on which Summit 
negotiations can be successfully undertaken. .. 

"The cold warriors will attempt- to use this ■> 

critical situation to plug for the . .stepping up of armaments, 
the sharpening of world tensions, and the creation of a war 
hysteria. The people of oUr country must relentlessly- cO c^iat 
all such ^efjTOts and nwisf .^j|e^eir desire for pe ace more ; 
strongly heard than ever before., " 
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On 5/20/60, W 1016®S* advised^ that on that date, 
CLARENCE and HEIEN GUREWIIZ discussed a jwashjn gton A rea Foru m 
(WAF) sponsored Memorial Meeting which/was to be Eelcl in honor 
of the late GERTRUDE EVANS, on that date ® 




L 




HELEN mentioned that they had a lot of people ’to pick 
up" for the WAF meetingo She stated that it was almost like 
"the old days 58 o While discussing why there was not, more activity 
in this area, HEIEN stated that there was not any leadership in 
this area 0 She said that she gets so disgusted that "she would 
be willing to take over®" 

CLARENCE stated that there still is not any good 
leadership In Hew York® 

HELEN, in commenting oh the WAF meeting, stated "that 
big nothing BILL (JOHNSON) will be there tonight swelling in 
his own importance® If he was gone, we could at least have a 
start® " She said that SM ABBOTT was the only "real leader" 
that they ever had in this area®. 



HEIEN said that “It was funny that the center of ,a^l 
activity In this area was themselves, ''although there isn ff fc/m&ch 
to be the center of®" . 

CLARENCE stated that when "the depression really starts 
there will be something®" He said that "the war scare may hold 
it off but It will come in 1961 just like it says in ff lhe Worker® ®” 





1 
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Hi© above is furnished for the information of the 
Bureau and the Baltimore Office 0 

Concerning the above individuals, the following is 

set forths 

On 10/10/58 ] I identified CLARENCE and HELEN 

GUHEWITZ as Communist Party members as of 10/6/58 0 

On 1/18/60 ,1 l identif led BILL JOHNSON as the 

Chairman of the Communist Party in Washington, D 0 C„ 

On 3/11/58, 1 i dentified SAM ABBOTT as one 

of the Communist Party members who attended a Communist Party 
meeting in Silver Spring, Maryland, on l/20/58 o 

On 7/30/59 J I advised that GERTRUDE EVANS, b 

who was known to the Informant as a Communist Party member 
in the past, is currently the Executive Secretary of the WAP, 
This informant stated that EVANS is presently held in high 
regard by many individuals who were known to be Communist 
members in the past. 
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1®, 17, and 18, 196© 



i Esmis -gbiibs 

and ©IS MIA in regard to 





In a discrassion -ta tween. .G08?*M2A and l©lHlS"mSIL®S, 
in the headquarters of , the- ©©moi^ist -Party (CP) j fj[M, 23 
■ West S6th Street.; Mew fo rk City on May 1®, 1960 , BLfelx ms 
■otarsingf OT^^^fflllSo ' .IMA said that: DIMES - jmst will not 
talh . frankly with him and raises- issnes in meetings which he 
does -not raise in private -discussions . - MIA cited as an 
©sample, the” fact that MMMS stf ted daring the- meeting of the 
National E&ecntive Committee off theCP, ‘ ' 

13-15, 1960, that 

JY is a reactionary 







private discussion with JDSOTIS prior : to the meeting of the' 
National: Inecntive. Commit tee, ‘S3SOTIS did not voice, this 
viewpoint at this time, MIA said that he is trying to. get 
along with BBOTIS tat that 1SMIS jmst will not talk .to. Mm. v^ 

-,r (u) 

. . MIA also stated that the National ©ffffic© of the 
jJCPjJJSA, has been considering 'the purchase of an amtomoMl©. 

v W WTk/gjTO* FTi'H'KTWTr £§ <ss Ihna -fi A Ha/® 



said that he wanted the ns© of 

the an to for tto® entire smmmer and planned to take- a trip to 
the midwest. ©IMIS also said that h©. would not tak® PS6®Y 
yyPlMKS with . him on this trip. -MXA- -remarked that PSCMSiT’”^' 1 
liMli is- vicions and that h®, : MIA,; wonld not take her 

. Yet in :Ms physical condition, . : 

not drive alone. 

-^(u) 




vW@FgY t© so© .llMll to loam 11OTIS 5 financial situation , in 
view of his medical expenses and plans to take a trip, 
told MIA that -he planned- to see 01OTIS and would discess 
with.llOTSShis financial needs. MiA replied that this;W@©id 
he fine - and that he preferred to handle any ffnnds given to 
0SKM® out of the. leservf . Fnnds ahd:'noi-ont of the funds of 
the National Office off the CP, ISA. , '' 

‘ \UJ 
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:- ' ; - ' * ' iwrajrtel '• 9/19/00| ^oesti^ a If . inch fejows-’ . ’’ 

Ions for the Speed Graphic camera, a If Inch Teloroo Ions - - 
#13-7313' for 'age wit is ' a; iby S .jPncea&her Speed Graphic camera 
is toeing sent to your office under separate cover. This lens 
should be returned -to the - Bureau 'attention PBS- .Laboratory at'- ; 



■*- the . conclusion 



•this operation* 



’•.' ‘ I® reply . to jpooR request regarding. film -to be' .used.' 

with." the aobot- c&csra, you are advised that Tr4*«X. fite'wenM ■•'- 
.be. the best to' us© under the low level lighting conditions-' •> 
present in this situation, feu will be able to . obtain 
additional ' speed froa Tri~3S film %.. 'prolonged -dewelops^nt over 
that recommended: th© maauf act urer • . Proloi^od ^developsejat- • 

■ greater.- than doublo the- recommended developing tlia®. -is. . mb t - •' 
recommended except in extreme conditions* 



p.ylfeWhiB®. Proparty. ..Sect ion. 
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MA’IL ROOM GZj TELE TYPE* UNIT □ 



Re ©ay letter t© tor ©a© 5/11/60, advising that a . 

CP Far© Conference was to to© held at the Andrews Hotel , ;,,Mpls . , . 
Mam.", ©a 5/28 and- 29/60. 

This Office is "planning a photographic surveillance 
of the Meeting roo® ©^ th® Bessamia® of this hotel. The . . ' 

•distamc© froa th® caaera location to th© subjects will -to® a boat 
75 to 100 feet. The tungsten reading with a Weston light meter - 
for this corridor is presently between 1.6 and 3.2. .It is 
hoped- that this lighting, cam to© improved toy placing two floor 
lamps im the- vicinity of this rob®. 

This Office intends to' as© a 16 era motion picture 
camera fro® this position. It anticipates using the Speed Graphic 
also because of th© distance" and the. amount of light. 

r \' Th© Bureau is. requested to send this Office immediately 
a 17 M F6.3 Teleros lens' for the Speed Graphic. Bureau is also 
requested to advise this Office which would to® the best 35 mm film 
to to© used with th® robot camera fro® this position. 
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: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) 



SAC, NEW YORK ( 100-80041) 



i/i SUBJECT: 'TP, USA - ORGANI ZATION 

/ IS - C “ 



CARE MUST BE UTILIZED IN HANDLING AND REPORTING 



TION TENDS TO IDENTIFY A HIGHLY PLACED AND SENSITIVE INFORMANT . 



NY 2359-S® advised that a meeting of leading CP 
functionaries was held this date in the 3rd floor Board Room 
at CP Headquarters, NYC, Among those in attendance were; ^ 



GUS HALL L 

BENJAMIN DAVIS, JR. \ 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY r, / \ 

IRVING POTASH . fj J \ 

JACK STACHEL , x [ > \ 

ARNOLD JOHNSON v 'a f)/ \ 

WILL WEINSTONE W fer \ 

HY LUMER ^ ,tf \ 

PHIL BART / Ui \ 

According to the Informant, the meeting concerned ' 

itself with the possible preparation of an editorial for m The 
V| Worker"' for a Party statement to be issued regarding the Summit 
I meeting, 

VO- Bureau (100-3-09) (BM) 
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CLARENCE HATHAWAY opened the discussion and stated 
that the decisive thing is their (U.S.) asserted right to fly 
planes at will over another country for the purpose of espionage 
and also the fact that they now assert that they will take these 
proposals to the UN, to force them on the Soviet' Union. > 

HATHAWAY stated that this indicates that they (U.Si Vgive up . , 
this point o . „ dig ndt 

HATHAWAY said that in another paragraph "I” wouid 
say that "we 88 bring in the point that they (U.S) have their 
atomic planes constantly in the air and if their radar screen 
detects any object coming over, they send a whole mass of 
atomic planes in the direction of the Soviet Union. 

IRVING POTASH said that in the "editorial]? it 
should open up with . the declaration that "we” deeply regret 
that the hopes of humanity in the Summit which "we” shared 
fully could not be realized. He said that "we” must point 
out that EISENHOWER, in saying that the flights have; been 
suspended, is not enough because that does not recognize the 
fact that the flights are wrong and could be resumed at any time. 
"We® should have Something in "The Worker'* that equips our 
comrades to handle such questions as the “apology.” 

GUS HALL said "I" think "we" underestimated the 
seriousness of the crisis. Take the question of the policy 
of the U.S. - "double-dealing, two-faced, and gangster-like / 1 
On the one hand, the U.S. was talking about peace and negotiations 
and even taking some hesitating steps, but at the same' time, 
following a DULLES policy in preparation for war. "I” am sure 
that this policy was not unknown to the Soviet. Union, but you 
reach a point that if you allow the U.S. to continue negotiating 
and to continue preparations for war, then you get to a place 
where you are betraying the interests of the peace forces of the 
world. “I" think that the Soviet Union had decided that it. had 
reached a point where you could not continue such a policy. 
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HALL stated that in his opinion* the situation 
has stabilized enough so that it is not going to change daily* 

"I" think we understand that and we do not have to discuss 
it any more* "We® have urgent problems, and that is how to 
mobilize the Party to give the .Party material* the arguments 
and the outlook* After the Party is mobilized* we can mobilize 
the American people. Now JACK STACHEL has something on the 
concrete questions. . 

JACK STACHEL then made the following remarks : 

The Party must be mobilized ideologically. He 
proposed that "we" need a statement that will unify and solidify 
the Party ideologically but "hitting out" at this conception . 
that war has now become inevitable. STACHEL said that he would 
suggest that a group of comrades be selected to prepare what 
you might call speakers^ material* a collection of documents* 
and statements* etb. ' 

Continuing* STACHEL said* "I" propose that "we” have 
a special meeting within the next two weeks of all leading 
personnel.,. in order to reach every member of every club* the 
idea being that before the month of June is over* "we” have mobilized 
the Party ideologically through our Party statement* speakers 
and leading personnel * 

'"I” propose that "we 1 ® go in the direction of unifying 
mass progressive peace forces around this situation* Comrades 
shall place themselves in contact with all left forces that 
exist around the Soviet -American Friendship Committee* certain 
national groups* former members of the Progressive Party* the 
""Guardian" and similar groups* 

STACHEL said that "we" should reach out and talk 
to them personally and ask them, what they think should be done 
in order to determine what joint things might be done. He 
said that Iglpgy "we" should move in the direction of organizing 
mass meetings of a. united front character. 
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WILLIAM WEINSTONE suggested the following in order 
to get the position of the Party before the wide masses of 
people: (1) GUS HALL should call a press conference (no date 

mentioned) , (2) Possibly a representative of the Party should 

appear onrTV. ■ • 

BEN DAVIS proposed that a. statement should be issued 
by the Party and that a mass membership meeting should he 
called, wherein each Party member would bring a non- Party person* 
DAVIS stated that the Party's view on KHRUSHCHEV'S position a in 
Paris is a great attraction to the broad masses of workers because 
they want to know whaf the Communists have to say about this 
situation-. ' 

IRVING POTASH commented that what KHRUSHCHEV said 
must be presented in a reasonable way* He said that a statement 
by the Party would be good, but more is needed. He suggested 
mass distribution^peace literature on this issue. POTASH also 
suggested that a meeting should be called under the auspices of . 
"The Worker" and not the Party, in order to give a Communist 
Party spokesman an opportunity to explain what happened and what 
is the position of the Party. 

Regarding the above, it is noted that on 5/18/60, 

NY 2353-S* advised that WILLIAM ALBERTSON, (GPUSA-NYD Organization 
Secretary),, mentioned that an open meeting would be held on 
5/25/60 at 7:30 p.m. at Central Plaza Annex, NYC, at which GUS 
HALL would speak on "What Happened at the Summit." According 
to ALBERTSON, the affair would he sponsored by "Friends of The 
Worker" and JAMES JACKSON would be the Chairman of this affair* 
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SUBJECT; . __C0MMUNLST PARKE^JOSA^ 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 



IS-C 

CINAL 



CS LA 4008-S# has furnished information indicating 
that ARVXLLA JACKSON, who has been doing general secretarial 
work and serving as a receptionist in the Southern California 
District headquarters office for the past few months, has had 
an offer of a new job doing general office work and will leave 1 
her job with the Party within the next week and a halfo 
JACKSON recommended that the Party clubs located near the. 
district headquarters office be contacted and requested to send 
a member over one day a week just to keep the office open and 
answer calls • JACKSON volunteered to come in on Saturdays 
and do all the mimeographing and other office chores. 

BEN DOBBS, Executive Secretary, observed that he 
had been thinking of securing an answering service for the 
telephone inasmuch as half of the calls are from cranks anyway. 
DOBBS will look further into the possibilities of securing an 
answering service. f 
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UTMOST CARE MUST EE USED IN HANDLING AND REPORTING 
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May 13 j I960 




Time, Type and Place of Meeting 

On Friday afternoon. May 13, 19 
Executive Committee of the nnmrmm-i ,?t Pa r>t 
met in Communist Party (CPi^ie^quarters, 
New York City 0 This was 1 me first day of 
day meeting, V - — 

Persons in Attendance 



, the National 
USA (CPUSA) 

3 West 26 th Street, 
'scheduled three 



The following members of the National Executive 
Committee were in attendance; 



PHIL BAHT 
BENJAMIN DAVIS 
EUGENE DENNIS 
GUS; HALL 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
JAMES JACKSON 
,ANTHONY KRCHMAREK 
CLAUDE • LIGHTFOOT 
HYMAN LUMER 
IRVING POTASH 
JACK STACHEL 
JAMES WEST 
CARL WINTER 



[The following invited guests were in attendance: 



BILL ALBERTSON 
If AMES ALLEN 
HERBERT APTHEKER 

E RIS CHILDS 
TY GANNETT 
OLD JOHNSON 
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ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG 
LOUIS WEINSTOCK 




(u) JAMES JOHNSON was the Chairman , of this session. 

Remarks on Some Aspects of Electoral Policy 
of the CPUSA by JACK STAOHEL 



JACK ST ACE- EL spoke on some aspects of electoral f 

policy. He explained that he was not making azspoi’t and was 
not issuing a policy statement since all of these were made 
at the meeting of the National Committee in Chicago. 

STACHEL referred to three aspects of Party policy 
in regard to electoral matters and said that this policy was 
adopted as far back as 1355. These three main aspects ares 

1. The CP participates in elections to influence 
their out come i 

2. The CP raises issues* sharpens demands and 
mobilizes peoples 

3. The Independent role of the CP in bringing 
about a realignment and In raising its own problems. 

Then STACHEL stated that two new factors have influenced 
the electoral situation within the last week and these ares 

1. The sharpened world situation and the introduction 
of tensions as a result of the U-2 flight over the USSRj ! 

g. The victory of Senator KENNEDY in West Virginia 
and the elimination of Senator HUMPHREY from the Presidential 
campaign. 
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Then STACHEL polemized against those in the CP 
who do not understand the three fundamental aspects of CP 
electoral policy avid say that since the CP is not 
participating in the elections with a National ticket then 
the entire Party policy on elections must be wrong. 



Next ST ACHED 
at the last meeting cf t 

said that the book* arc 
of candidates for Presi 



referred to the remarks of GUS HALt 
he National Committee v HALL had 
* not yet closed on the nomination-, 
-lent. There are mass movements 



in the making in ihe United States and tnese mass movements 
may influence the outcome of both the Democratic and 
Republican National Conventions. 



STACKED stated that while he would not analyze 
the present international situation, he would use it as a 
reference. There is no question bit that all who know 
politics, including the newspaper columnists, say that 
the Republican. Party lost its best issue during the last 
two weeks and that is the issue of peace. The shooting 
down of an American plane over the Soviet Union has made 
peace even more of a critical issue in the election campaign 
than it was up to now ar.d it cannot be submerged. RICHARD 
NIXON is in a tough spot and is the biggest loser since he 
is identified with the policy of the Administration. There 
is a possibility now that JACK KENNEDY or ADLAI E. STEVENSON 
may be the candidate of the Democratic Party. The thing to 
note is the emergence of ADLAI STEVENSON. At this point 
STACEEL- referred to the speech made by STEVENSON in Chicago 
on May 12 , i960. 



Then STACKED stated that the issues raised at 
the meeting of the National Committee in Chicago in the 
reports of GUS HALL and BEN DAVIS are still the dominating 
issues and these are peace and civil rights. 



STACHEL said that the CP ought to choose areas or 
states in which it can run candidates for office. The CP 
ought to struggle for realignment in both the Democratic 
and Republican Parties and should point to the limitations 
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of the two-party system. The CP ought to work for the 
emergence of a new party, whatever the name of such a 
party might he. 

Next STACHEL proposed the bringing together of 
non-Communist Left and progressive people who were formerly 
in the Progressive Party or in the American Labor Party in 
New York. Some of the' c people are new frustrated politically 
and are often victims of sectarianism and the Trobskyites. 

The CP ought to use its initiative to bring such people together 
in order to work for a labor party or to support some 
independent- candidates. 

STACHEL proposed that wherever possible the CP 
should nominate candidates in its own name or in some 
other name. The running of candidates in the name of the 
CP is not contradictory to the three basic aspects of the 
electoral policy of the CP. Whether or not the CP nominates 
candidates in its own name is not a question of principle. 

If the CP dries not nominate candidates in its own name 
it is because practical problems stand in the way. It would, 
however, be good for the CP to run candidates wherever 
this is possible since this would strengthen the legality 
of the CP. 

STACHEL then stated that in the meeting of the 
subcommittee cn electoral policy of the CP they discussed 
the difficulties of getting CP candidates on the ballot. 

ARNOLD JOHNSON differed with the majority of the members of 
the subcommittee. JOHNSON said that even if the CP nominated 
a Presidential candidate' and got this candidate on the ballot 
in only one state, this would be an advance over the present 
situation and the Party could use this to campaign in the 
entire country. 

Continuing STACHEL said that the majority of 
the subcommittee did not agree with ARNOLD JOHNSON. This 
majority felt that it would be better for the CP to launch 
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a campaign to amend the laws to permit minority parties ' 
to get on the ballot. If necessary the CP should work 
for an amendment to the U.S. Constitution so that minority 
parties can get on the ballot. 

Then STACHEL suggested that the CP do the 

fpllowihgs 

1. Adopt an election platform; 

2. Nominate candidates in various states under 
vatfidus labels - these candidates to popularize the CP 
position on many Issyes. That the CP set up some machinery * 
including a platform committee, and prepare an election 
platform to be ready in June . Aim to distribute one million 
copies of this platform; 

3. Election conferences should be held in all 
states wherever It is possible; 

4 ( . That .,$• National Election Conference of the 
CP be held In September, possibly simultaneously with a 
meeting of the National Committee; 

5. That an election campaign committee be 
established and consist of from 35 to 50 people, one-third 
of these to be Negroes, some to be women and some to be 
representatives of the National Groups. That this point 
be referred to the Secretariat in order to get legal advice 
ip regard to it. 

Remarks of BEN DAVIS 

BEN DAVIS stated that he agreed, in general, with 
the suggestions of JACK STACHEL including the three basld 
points on electoral policy which were adopted a Hong time ago. 
However, this is not enough. We are in a new situation. We 
have to clarify the religious Issue. We have to stress the 
youth Issue. JACK KENNEDY received a big vote in West Virginia 
because he is attracting the youth. We must stress the spy 
case - the shooting down of the U-2 plane over the Soviet Union. 
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DAVIS said that there is an up soar ge among the 
people in the United States. The Negroes are fighting In 
the North and in the South. The aged are fighting for a 
health program. The reason the United States sent a plane 
over the Soviet Union was to create hysteria and to reverse 
the upsurge of the people in the United States. Most of the 
Democrats are in the camp of President EISENHOWER. 

DAVIS suggested that the CP ought to fight to 
get a Presidential candidate on the ballot. If the CP is 
ruled off the ballot then it should appeal to the United 
Nations. We can use the appeal of Secretary of State 
JCHRISTIAN HERTER in behalf of the counter-revolutionaries 
'in Cuba. If HERTER can demand rights for the Cuban counter- 
revolution ari e s s then we can demand rights for Americans. 

Remarks of ARNOLD JOH NSON 

um i ll ,nw8i i i i 4A i iw»»f>iWBf. I ll m I ti n ■■ ■■ m i l l . m i m ill w ill i i p i mnn i m- 

ARNOLD JOHNSON emphasized the need for an independent 
CP National ticket even if this ticket gets on the ballot in 
only one State. 

Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 

EUGENE DENNIS stated that the CP might review the 
three basic aspects of electoral policy but he believes that 
they are correct even though they have been subjected to 
change. These three aspects of electoral policy have had to 
be given different tactical emphasis in the past. 



DENNIS stated that he disagreed with the suggestion 
of ARNOLD JOHNSON. He described It as a gimmick and said that 
the CP should not try any gimmicks. Re said that he also 
disagreed with the agenda for this meeting of the NEC and said 
that it was most unfortunate that the agenda had already been 
established. The NEC should have discussed the International 
situation. This is the most important thing today. After a 
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discussion on’-the .international situation then electoral 
policy cuuld have been discussed with a review of the 
international situation as a background. 

DENNIS referred to contradictions In the 
EISENHOWER administration. He stated that this administration 
blows hot and cold on the question of peace. It talks peace 
and then adopts a large military budget. First It gave 
NELSON ROCKEFELLER a big play and then RICHARD NIXON a big 
play. 



Then DENNIS stated that he thinks that the 
Republicans may still change their minds and try to recoup 
the peace Issue before the election campaign Is over. If 
they do not then the CP has to be prepared to raise the 
slogan. Defeat Nixon at all costs. In the Democratic Party 
also there Is a sharpening of the peace. issue. The peace 
Issue is emerging as the big issue. It has been taken up 
by ADLAI STEVENSON, HUBERT HUMPHREY, JACK KENNEDY, Governor 
ROBERT B. MEYNER of New Jersey and Governor MENNON WILLIAMS 
of Michigan. 

Continuing DENNIS stated that at the beginning 
of this year the Truman- Ache son Democrats emphasized 
the need for a bigger defense budget and criticized the 
administration for the big mlssCLe gap between the Soviet 
Union and the United States. There has been a sharpening 
of the struggle inside the Democratic Party. The Truman- 
Acheson Wing has been set back. The policy of Senator LYNDON 
JOHNSON will not prevail. 

DENNIS then talked of new opportunities'. In and 
around the Democratic Party. He stated however, that he 
does not believe that the Truman forces in the Democratic 
Party are finished. ■ The merger of the Truman, Lyndon Johnson, 
Stuart Symington forces in the Democratic Party is possible. 

We should Influence as many people as we can. Democrats and 
Republicans, to try to strengthen the anti-Truman and anti- 
Symington candidates. We should encourage the STEVENSON 
position and the STEVENSON candidacy. In some .States the 
progressive forces should work for a coalition of Stevenson, 
Kennedy, Humphrey forces in order to defeat the Truman -J ohn son 
forces. 
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Next DENNIS came to the defense of JACK KENNEDY. 

He said that he disagrees with those comrades who say that 
KENNEDY is a reactionary. Some have even called KENNEDY 
a clerical fascist. This is wrong. On the qis stion of peace 
the position of KENNEDY is Just as good as the position of 
HUMPHREY. Labor . does not look upon KENNEDY as the real devil 
behind the Landrum-Griffin Bill. Most of the time KENNEDY 
voted right on labor questions. Even when there was a 
discussion of peace in the United States Senate, KENNEDY 
was among a handful of Senators who expressed their own position. 

DENNIS stated that in the Lower House of Congress 
there are at least 20 pro-peace Congressmen. They should not 
be neglected in the coming elections. They should get support . 
Also we should look around for new possibilities in regard to ^ 
pro-peace candidates. In conceding, DENNIS stated that he 
would like to know what happened in the 12 regional conferences 
of COPE of the AFL-CIO and what role the unions are playing 
in preparation for the elections. He concluded by saying that 
he is against fe CP Presidential ticket in 19^0. 

Remarks of CLAUDE LIGHTF00T 

CLAUDE LIGHTF00T stated, we are too general. We 
ought to be more concrete. Our big job is to get labor and 
Negroes to act independently and to act for the nomination 
of candidates they desire instead of tailing behind op 
working within the two major parties. LXGHTF00T stated that 
as an example of what he had in mind a Negro was nominated on 
the Democratic Party ticket in Cleveland for the Ohio 
legislature even though his candidacy had been originally 
opposed by the trade union leadership in Cleveland. LIGHTF00T 
said that the CP played a role in mobilizing support behind 
the candidacy of this Negro. 

Then LIGHTFOOT said, we need people who can -work 
like DOC BLUMBERG used to work| people who know the election 
laws in each State and can prepare candidates who will win. 
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Remarks of DOROTHY HEALEY 

DOROTHY HEALEY stated that at a convention of the 
Democratic Party in Southern California an official of the 
Machinists Union was nominated to run against Congressman 
DOYLE, a member of the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities. She stated that DOYLE was repudiated and this 
labor leader was nominated. 

Remarks of GUS HALL 

GUS HALL stated that JACK STACHEL did not intend 
to give a report but what STACHEL said was all right. HALL 
stated that he agrees with CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT that the CP has 
to get to work in a practical way to see that certain 
candidates win. The CP should not allow candidates to fall 
between two chairs. The CP will have to be concrete. 



Next HALL stated that he favors the setting up 
of a committee to take up the specific role of the CP in 
the election campaign. The chief task of the CP is to 
raise the mass movements to a higher plane. In a sense 
candidates are secondary. Ever: so often candidates are 
molded by movements. Movements are the main thing. HALL 
stated that he is convinced that peace will energe as the 
main issue in this election. This is so because the peace 
movement is going to develop in a new way. 

In regard to the question of CP candidates, HALL 
s&Ld that he knows that the obstacles are terrific. The CP 
has to consider that those who sign petitions may lose their 
jobs, may be subject to persecution, etc. Yet he said he 
thinks that the CP should nominate candidates wherever and 
whenever it can. 

HALL mentioned that on Saturday, May 7, I960, 
the' Secretariat of the CPUSA met in New York City with 
a major portion of the leadership of the New England District 
CPUSA. HALL commented that HOMER BATES CHASE was meek in 
comparison with the others from the New England District 
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leadership who were present. They attacked the leadership 
of the CPUSA. They said that they mistrust the Secretariat 
and the Party leadership. They persisted in the original 
demand of HOMER CHASE, made at the Chicago meeting of the 
National Committee, that the CP declare the Democratic Party 
to be a war party. They were rebuffed by the Secretariat; 

This discussion took place before the shooting down of the U-2 
plane over the Soviet Union. HALL said that he wondered what 
the people from the New England District would be saying now 
about the Republican Party. 

Then HALL said, we should Join with those who are 
looking for support for ADLAI STEVENSON. We should support 
any and all candidates who separate themselves from the pro- 
war policies. Peace is the critical issue of the campaign 
and those who are against tensions should be given aid. 

' HALL said that he would not argue about JACK KENNEDY 
and will leave the question of the attitude the CP should take 
toward KENNEDY open. He said that he wanted to urge the 
comrades to keep in mind a cahdidate's base. 

Parenthetically speaking, HALL was indicating that 
he was not in agreement with the viewpoint of HUGENE DENNIS 
in regard to JACK KENNEDY 

(u) 

In regard to the question of CP candidates; HALL 
said, we have to undo the concept that we are on principle 
against putting forth CP candidates. He said that he would 
add a point to the tasks of the CP in the election campaign. 

He would mobilize all of the minority parties and put up a 
real fight to expose unfair election laws and make It possible 
to change these laws. He said that ARNOLD JOHNSON'S ideas 
should be considered as probing ideas. He too believes that 
JOHNSON'S Ideas sound like a gimmick and the CP wiJ,! not 
solve anything with a gimmick. 
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Remarks of JAMES JACKSON 



JAMES JACKSON stated that the CP ought to have 
a large , broad campaign lasting for two or three years in 
order to change the laws to permit minority parties to get 
on the ballot. Also the CP should use the i960 election 
campaign to mobilize two thousand CP members and sympathizers 
to give ten hours each week in order to visit people. This 
would mean that 200 thousand people can be visited during 
the months of the election campaigh. It would' 5 also present 
the opportunity ofonergitig from this campaign with the addition 
of from 10 thousand to 20 thousand subscriptions for 
"The Worker". 

Remarks of JAMES ALLEN 

After a couple of words from ANTHONY KRCHMAREK, 

JIM ALLEN said that the image of President EISENHOWER as 
a man of peace has been destroyed. With this destruction of 
EISENHOWER as a man of peace, as a result of the latest 
international events, RICHARD NIXON has also been destroyed. 
ALLEN also stated that he favored the getting together of 
Left and progressive elements in order to nominate independent 
candidates. 

Remarks of HY MAN I/COSR 

1 1 n r.'iirjj J 1 »i ■mm ■■ 1? -1 ii ni i'i, N zwaa 

HYMAN LUMER stated that he is in agreement 
with the remarks of JACK STACHEL. He thinks that STACHEL 
is correct in saying that the U-2 plane issue will result 
in more pressures for peace. Even the ruling circles in the 
United States will be shook up by these pressures. LUMER 
stated that the activities of the state organizations of 
CPUSA will determine to what extend the CP can come forward 
in the i960 election campaign so that the people can see 
what the CP stands for and fights for. 
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Remarks of IRVING POTASH 

In his remarks IRVING POTASH started to argue with the 
Party position on electoral pol5.cy as set forth by JACK STACHEL? 
As he spoke, however. It appeared that POTASH was In agreement ! 
with STACHEL. It was determined that POTASH, who has poor 
hearing, had not correctly heard some of the remarks of 
STACHEL. 

POTASH stated that the CP should plow the ground 
now in order to see what can be done to get CP candidates 
on the ballot. He said he was opposed to a campaign for 
an amendment .to the United States Constitution In order to 
permit minority parties to get on the ballot since, such a 
campaign might take a quarter of a century. 

Remahks of CLARENCE HATHAWAY 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY stated that he was a member of the . 
subcommittee on electoral policy which had met with JACK 
STACHEL. He said that he favors a fight for a Federal law 
to lift the election restrictions against minority parties. 

This fight should be based on the 14th and 15th Amendments 
to the United States Constitution. 

Then HATHAWAY stated that it is necessary to readjust 
the CP policy of having National Committee members meet with 
CP clubs. He said that the New York District has two thousand 
members in 125 organized clubs. The National Committee members 
cannot possibly visit all 125 clubs in a given period of time. 
Other forms will have to be found in order to reach the 
membership . 

Remarks of CARL WINTER 

CARL WINTER talked about a Midwest conference of 
leading members of the Democratic Party. WINTER had also 
discussed this conference at the Chicago meeting of the 
National Committee. He stressed the role of the trade unions 
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In Michigan in the election campaign. He said that the 
State Convention of the Democratic Party in Michigan, 
which was held a week ago, went even farther than the 
Midwest Conference of the leading members of the Democratic 
Party. One half of the Michigan delegates elected to the 
National Convention of the Democratic Party are trade 
unionists. 

WINTER stated that he was opposed to placing too 
much stress on CP candidates. He said that he was also 
against the Involvement of the CP in a fight for the rights 
of minority parties in regard to placing candidates on the 
ballot since it would divert the CP from mass work. 

Closing Remarks of JACK STACKED 

After a word or two from JIM WEST, JACK STACHEL 
made some closing remarks, which he said would not be a 
summary of the discussion. He also stated that he would not ask 
for a vote on his thoughts or suggestions. However, he would 
have proposals to make before this meeting of the NEC is 
adjourned. He said he still favors unity of the Left, 
that is meeting with other left groups and other progressives 
on the matter of issues. In this regard he also favops joint 
support of candidates. 

As this session adjourned it was agreed that the 
NEC members representing state organizations of the CP must 
report, before this NEC meeting is concluded, on the prospect 
for CP candidates In their States. 
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May 15, i 960 

Time, Type and Place of Meeting 

On Saturday, S/lV^O, the National Executiv e 
Committee (NEC) of the CP, USA met in CP^eadgSS^^^^SvWest 
26th Street, New York City, This was 1 #fie second day of a) 
scheduled 3-day meeting. ( / 



Persons in Attendance 



The following members of the NEC were in attendance*. 

PHIL BART 
BENJAMIN DAVIS 
GUS HALL 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
JAMES JACKSON 
ANTHONY KRCHMAREK 
CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT 
HYMAN LUMER 
GEORGE MEYERS 
IRVING POTASH 
JACK STACHEL 
JAMES WEST 
CARL WINTER 

The following guests were in attendance; 

BILL ALBERTSON 
JAMES ALLEN 
HERBERT APTHEKER 
MORRIS CHILDS 
BETTY GANNETT 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
DANNY RUBIN 
ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG 
LOUIS WEINSTOCK 
WILLIAM WEINSTONE 
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At the suggestion of GUS HALL, IRVING POTASH was 
the chairman of thi3 session® 

Report by HYMAN LUMER 
On Education and Ideology 

HYMAN LUMER delivered a report on education and 
ideology. This report was written and will be mimeographed. 

LUMER stated that the CP bases itself on 
scientific theory and not on a rule of thumb. The CP, USA 
brought Marxism-Leninism to the U.S. and studied it. The Party 
organized schools and classes for the purpose of study. 

However, at times, the CP, USA studied Marxism-Leninism 
in a mechanical manner and forgot the peculiarities of the 
U.S® At times, the Party forgot how to apply Marxism-Leninism 
in the US. 

LUMER then went into a recitation on the decline 
in the study of theory in the CP, USA in the past decade. 

He attributed this decline to the attacks of the U.S. 

Government on the Party, the period of McCarthyism, which 
forced a reduction in the efforts of the Party to keep 
schools operating, etc. Some schools had to be closed 
down and attendance at other schools declined for various 
reasons. The McCarthyite atmosphere had something to do 
with the decline in the study of theory. Later, there was an 
onslaught against the CP when the revldonists took the 
offensive against Marxism-Leninism. Ultra-left dogmatism 
also affected the Party. All of these things shook the 
confidence in the Party. The Party has still not overcome 
or repaired the damage it suffered. 

Next, LUMER stated that there have been big changes 
in the Party which have resulted from its consolidation. 

There is a new interest in theory and schooling. In New York, 
the School of Social Science was re-established in 1958 » 

Young people under SCOPE, organized independent classes, although 
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some of the curriculums in these classes were too narrow. 

At intervals, the Illinois District had some modest ventures 
in classes and schools. Some of the other districts have 
had classes from time to time hut there is still no systematic 
effort. 

LUMER was self -critical and critical of the 
National Office, CP, USA because sufficient leadership was 
not given in the field of education. He emphasised the 
importance of the club as one of the most important forms 
for Party education. He then read some statistics on 
titles published by the CP, USA for study. These statistics 
have been set forth in a mimeographed document with the 
heading, "Material Issued for Mass Distribution." 

Then LUMER stated that most of the districts of 
the CP, USA do not have an educational apparatus. However, 
the New York District and the Illinois District, with DAVID 
ENGELSTEIN in charge, do have an organized educational 
apparatus. There Is a beginning of an educational apparatus 
in Michigan under the leadership of HELEN WINTER. LUMER 
praised the efforts of HELEN WINTER in this regard, 

LUMER stated that in the Center or National Office 
of the CP, USA there is no real educational apparatus, 
although some individuals work on education* LUMER said 
that WILLIAM WEINSTONE gives him some assistance but, in 
general, education is still being brushed aside. Tie districts 
also have to be self -critical. Efforts are needed in each 
district to establish an educational apparatus. 

Next, LUMER said that there is very little cadre 
training. The present cadre received training a long time ago. 
Now, the Party has what might be called random training of 
cadre. There is self-study, but few trained teachers. 

Going into the matter of the©ryy. r LUMER stated. In our Party 
today we have too few Ideological militants who would defend 
theory. He cited the lack of defense of the CP ideology during 
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its struggles. He also cited the growth of white chauvinism 
and said that there is not enough struggle against it 0 

LUMER stated that the CP, USA has lost the habit 
of reading and of self -study* One might say we do not have 
a reading membership today. This can be illustrated by the 
amount of printed theoretical material which remains undis- 
tributed. LUMER then talked of the possibility of resolving 
the question in regard to the ideological training of cadre. 

He stated this possibility exists because of the new 
atmosphere in the Party and the unity behind the effort 
to solve the problems. 

LUMER stated that the training of educators to 
teach the Party is an important task of the Party, The 
training of club leaders is the next most important task. 

Then LUMER proposed a six-months study period on 
the theory and practice of Marxism-Leninism, This would 
include the introduction of new things to study, such as 
"The Foundations of Marxism-Leninism, " by OTTO KUUSINEN. 

He mentioned that in Michigan a summary of the review of 
"The Foundations of Marxism-Leninism" which appeared in the | 
"World Marxist Review" was printed and circulated for studyjl 
The May issue of "Political Affairs" has reprinted Chapter 18 
of "The Foundations of Marxism-Leninism," which was translated 
by the National Office of the CP, USA. A- .couple of articles 
by BOHR (Phonetic) which were written on "The Foundations 
of Marxism-Leninism" and appeared in the "World Marxist 
Review" are being printed and circulated by the New York 
District book store, the Jefferson Book Stored When all of 
"The Foundations of Marxism-Leninism" has been translated, 
then the time can be set for the six-months study period, 

LUMER then spoke about the use of the "World Marxist 
Review." He said that this magazine is very valuable but the 
total circulation in the U.S, is just a little over 800 
copies. He proposed a drive to double this circulation. 
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Next LUMER stated thaf'Party Affairs" will continue 
and will be revised , It will be a different type of publication* 
with more educational and organizational material 0 

LUMER also proposed the setting up of a national 
organization and education apparatus , The task of this 
apparatus should be that of issuing study outlines and 
organizing schools. The apparatus whould be sub-divided 
into departments, LUMER proposed that he be in charge of 
organizing schools or education apparatus and that he contact 
the districts in this regard. He proposed that WILLIAM 
WEINSTONE work in the area of cadre training. Someone 
not LUMER* should be in charge of agitation* even though 
he has that task at present. The more important districts 
should assign cadre for similar tasks. 

Remarks of PHIL BAR T 

J 1 J * i rmr| 1 " 11 ™ * Qi**m* 



PHIL BART talked about the loss of cadre and the 
need to retrain cadre. He said that the main losses were among 
the middle cadre. They were of the age level of 25 to 40 years. 
Today* the average club chairman has been in the CP for 20 
years. This means that the Party has not trained any new 
cadre and is not training any new cadre now. The training 
of the middle leadership is a most important task, 

BART also stated that shop and Industrial clubs 
are not educating themselves. They are not discussing theory 
or ideology. They busy themselves with immediate - problems 
In the shop or trade union. 

Remarks of DANNY RUBIN 

DANNY RUBIN talked about a youth club in 
Philadelphia which discussed theory. 

Subsequently* others speaking In this discussion 
period stated that the youth club in Philadelphia was the best 
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example of club training in the study of theory which had 
come to' the attention of the National Office of the 53P,USA. 

Remarks of JACK STACHEL 

JACK STACHEL stated that everyone in the CP, USA* 
in one form or another, must be a teacher. He stated that 
he helped to get some Puerto Ricans in his club but had 
them separated and placed into a new club for their own good 
because of the manner in which his club functions. 

Next, STACHEL stated that because of a lack of 
understanding of theory and a lack of education, the Party, 
on the lower level, does not react to events soon enough. 
Therefore, if the leading comrades would meet .with the clubs, 
they could raise the level of education and get the clubs to 
react faster to current events. 

Remarks of GUS HALL 

GUS HALL emphasized the importance of theory and 
ideology. He said, we really have no cadre, not even for the 
clubs. He compared the situation in the Party to a forest 
fire that burns down most of the trees. There are but a 
few old and strong trees standing and some shoots starting to 
come up around the burned-out stumps. A good forester 
would tend to all that is left and would pay particular 
attention to the young shoots so that they will grow. 

This the CP needs to do also. 

HALL stated that the top leadership of the CP 
is not equipped to train others. Therefore, it is necessary 
to raise the education level of this leadership. There is a 
need to cut out bombast and long-windedness, a need to 
quit being so shallow minded and a need to really begin to 
study and to help educate others. 
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Remarks of BETTY GANNETT 

BETTY GANNETT stated that the fight for the 
establishment of Marxism-Leninism and the application of 
Marxism-Leninism to the U.S. is the most important thing. 
She also stated that "Political Affairs" should be analyzed 
as to its education value 0 

Remarks of WILLIAM WE INSTONE 



WILLIAM WEINSTONE stated that sinSe he was not 
present on the previous day he wanted to state that he thinks 
that the CP ought to run candidates in the i960 elections , 

WEINSTONE then talked about the study of theory. 

He said that when he was abroad recently be was in a discussion 
with a well-known and leading comrade (possibly OTTO KUUSINEN, 
member of the Presidium of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union). WEINSTONE stated 
that this comrade asked him whether the CP* USA was conducting 
education classes. WEINSTONE stated that he felt that it was 
significant that he was asked this question and that it was 
not he who had first mentioned it to this leading comrade. 
WEINSTONE also talked about the importance of the new book* 

"The Foundations of Marxism-Leninism. " 

WEINSTONE then stated that he doubted that he 
could accept the assignment for cadre training which HY 
LUMER had suggested for him. He said that he does not feel 
well and that his poor health is beginning to affect his 
work. Therefore, he does not think that he could undertake 
such an assignment. 

Remarks of ARNOLD JOHNSON 

ARNOLD JOHNSON stated that the revisionists were 
responsible for the neglect of theory by the CP, USA. 
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Remarks of HERBERT APTHEKER 

HERBERT APTHEKER stated that there is too much 
inner thinking in the Party® Everyone uses stale expressions * 
He stated that over the years he has written a dozen books. 

No one has commented to him that they have read any of these 
books. He stated that he knows that these books are not being 
circulated. 

Remarks of JAMES WEST. 



JAMES WEST talked about the establishment of an 
education department in the Illionis District of the CP, USA. 

He also stated that he had learned that last year the Chicago 
Council for American-Soviet Friendship had sold $14,000 
north of literature, most of which was Soviet books and 
publications. He cited this as an illustration of the 
growing interest in the Soviet Union and Communism. 

Remarks of LOUIS WEINSTOCK 

LOUIS WEINSTOCK stated that there are plenty of 
members in the CP who can be a part of the cadre. He said 
that he is a member of the Painters Club in the New York 
District. Suddenly, he came to the conclusion that there are 
probably a dozen club organizers in this club. The club holds 
meetings every other week and the members discuss current 
events and theory. Each member could lead a club and he has 
decided that this is what he is going to do* 

Remarks of DOROTHY HEALEY 



DOROTHY HEALEY stated that the CP, USA does not 
apply Marxism-Leninism to the U,S. Many books are being 
released which analyze the American scene but we in the CP 
do not do this. We do not analyze events deeply, factually 
and theoretically. She stated that a retired Naval intelligence 
officer recently wrote a book and in this book he gives a 
better analysis of Communists in relation to country than she 
has read in any publication of the CP, USA. 
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Remarks of MORRIS CHILDS 

MORRIS CHILDS stated that the CP, USA has left to 
others the task of writing hooks about basic problems in the 
U 0 S. He also stated that the Party has been talking for a 
dozen years about the lack of cadre and training, but has not 
analyzed why this situation exists, so that it can be 
corrected • 

Remarks of IRVING POTASH 

IRVING POTASH stated, we do not teach Marram* 
Leninism as a science « 

REPORT OP JAMES JACKSON ON 
EDUCATION AND PROPAGANDA 



JAMES JACKSON made a report during which he read 
several pages of a volume by LENIN on education and propaganda# 
This volume was originally written in 1897 # 

JACKSON stated that agitation is supposed to arouse 
people on some immediate issue# Propaganda is more of a 
long-term concept designed to plant the seeds of ideas 
in the minds of the more advance! thinker s . He referred to 
a remark by GUS HALL that the agitational material of the 
CP, USA is abominable# 

Then JACKSON talked about what is necessary to 
get an audience. He stated, the CP must compete with 
Madison Avenue. The advertising in the U 0 S# is very slick 
and very effective. The CP must put out reading material 
which will compete with Madison Avenue. Skills in the 
Party which can do this must be utilized. The Party must 
use the art of sloganizing in order to develop good propaganda. 
The Party needs agitators and propagandists who have mastered 
theory and combined it with craftsmanship to produce readable 
and attractive material#, 
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JACKSON urged that the CP, USA look for outlets 
to reach people. If the Party does not use radio and/or 
television, it will not reach the people. 

JACKSON also discussed the use of '"The Worker" 
as an agitator and propagandist. He said that plans are 
now being formulated for a daily paper and that perhaps 
the daily will be issued again by 1961. 

Remarks of ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG 

ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG, after a remark or two by 
ANTHONY KRCHMAREK, stated that the revisionists* assault 
against the CP, USA resulted in a lessening in the distribution 
:of theoretical literature. However, he has plenty of titles 
on hand. The CP, USA is not using these titles. Universities, 
colleges and other schools are now the best customers for 
the Marxist classics. 

Remarks of BENJAMIN DAVIS 

BENJAMIN DAVIS said that he agrees in general 
with the line of the reports of HY LUMER and JIM JACKSON 
but feels that they should have used more concrete examples. 

He said, ideology is most important at this decisive stage 
of the CP, USA. He is of the opinion that much of the CP, USA 
does not know the difference between ideology and political 
line. We are still far from having ideological unity In 
the CP. Actually, we have a united front on ideology in the 
leadership. We must distinguish between factional approaches' 
and ideological struggle. 

Remarks of JACK STACHEL 

JACK STACHEL stated, even one candle can light 
the way on a dark night. If we begin modestly, we can give 
leadership. "The Worker" should be the candidate in the I960 
elections. If we increase the circulation of "The Worker" 
in the i960 election campaign, this increase in circulation 
can be considered the votes of the CP. 
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Remarks of CARL WINTER 

CARL WINTER criticized the content of the reports 
of LUMER and JACKSON, although he said they were not too 
bad* He said he was surprised that the reports omitted 
an analysis of "Political Affairs" and "The Worker." 

WINTER stated that he does not agree that the 
CP has to compete with Madison Avenue. He said that 
while he would like to see the CP have livelier leaflets, 
it must appeal to the workers* Many workers are suspicious 
of leaflets printed on slick paper. When JIM JACKSON was in 
a CP club in Detroit, Michigan, the workers followed the 
CP. The workers received leaflets which were badly printed 
from a technical standpoint but they dealt with the problems 
of the workers. 

Remarks of CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT. stated that it is necessary to 
review the question of why it is so difficult to get cadre. 
PHIL BART, MORRIS CHILDS and others have raised the problem. 
Until we tackle it in a practical way and take into 
consideration the overall needs of the individual, we will not 
get results# He said that he knows from experience that it 
is almost impossible to get people to take CP positions# 

Rfemarks of HERBERT APTHEKER 

After a remark or two by BETTY GANNETT on the need 
for agitational material, HERBERT APTHEKER stated, we must 
find the key to put into a person's mind. Then, we must 
turn that key so as to expose the lies of the U.S, Government,, 
We have a government of lies, as indicated by the 
statements on the U-2 flight over the Soviet Union# 

APTHEKER stated that the Party must put passion and 
feeling into its agitation# It must learn how to agitate and 
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propagandize for democracy, socialism and patriotism. 

We have to destroy the image of Communists in relation to 
their country. In truth, we are the patriots. We fight 
for peace and fight to destroy the lies of the Government and 
this is done for the good of our country. This is one of 
the most important things to be done in agitation and 
propaganda work. 

Remarks of LOUIS WEINSTOCK 

LOUIS WEINSTOCK stated that an advisory committee 
for "The Worker" has been established. No one should be 
surprised if this committee should start a drive for $100,000 
to $150,000 to be raised through donations and possibly the 
sale of bonds and other forms of fund-raising. This drive 
would lay the basis for re-publication of the "Daily Worker. n 

CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT objected that it was first necessary 
to get another 10,000 to 20,000 subscriptions for "The Worker." 

Remarks of GUS HALL 

■II ■ n ap. — I 1 n 1 mu 1 pj i rnm i 1 11,1 1 ^ 1 n r nrj i ini,i'wf^ni,m 

GUS HALL stated that it is his opinion that- not enough 
books are being published. He stated that he has heard the 
same story from ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG on numerous occasions. 
TRACHTENBERG had better stop talking about old titles. We 
need a new list of titles, books and pamphlets. He said he 
has told this to TRACHTENBERG before and is telling him again. 
TRACHTENBERG has got to get out of the past. 

Next, HALL stated, we need a shaking up (of the 
leadership of the CP, USA) 0 In style* form and content, our 
literature reads like it was put out by people who do. . not 
care if they influence a single soul or if anybody reads it. 

Some of this stuff is put out for the record. 

HALL said he is of the opinion that the CP needs 
to compete with Madison Avenue. The CP needs modern stuff. 
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We are the last ones to change. Even religious sects are 
putting out material that is readable. The latest leaflet# 
issued by the New York District on the Foran Bill# shows 
a little improvement. 

Next HALL stated# we have to develop a system of 
finding out what effect our material has on people. Where 
we have CP members in a factory# we should distribute a 
leaflet at that factory. Then# the CP members should talk 
to the people in the factory to determine what they think 
of the issues raised in the leaflet. We better look into 
this or we might Just as well shoot the stuff into the air. 

HALL suggested that the CP set up a couple of watch 
dog committees consisting of from 40 to 50 people from the 
National Office arid districts throughout the country. One 
committee would read "Political Affairs" and send opinions 
and critiques. These opinions do not need to be signed. 

Another committee would read "The Worker" and send in 
comments about it. J.n this way# the Party may learn what 
is wrong with its publications. 

Remarks of IRVING POTASH 

IRVING POTASH stated that perhaps the CP, USA should 
follow the example of the CP of China. The Chinese CP asks 
the people down below about an issue before putting out a 
leaflet. POTASH said he tried to follow this practice in 
regard to the steel strike. He talked to the people in the 
steel industry before Issuing a leaflet. 

Remarks of WILLIAM WEINSTONE 

WILLIAM WEINSTONE# In an agitational speech# 
said that more passion and more heat is needed in the propaganda 
speeches if the Party speakers wart the people to believe them. 
Most of the speakers read their material as if they do not 
believe it themselves. 
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Summary by JAMES JA CKSON 

In a short summary, JAMES JACKSON emphasized 
the role of ’’The Worker" as the best agitator for the Party , 

He said that each week, "The Worker" may contain 20 items 
that could be used for agitation,, Also, on occasion, 

"The Worker" Is a propagandist, but it is not being appreciated 
for these roles. For example, not one district sent in an 
extra order for the special pre -Summit issue. 

Summary by HYMAN LUMER 

HYMAN LUMER, in a short summary, agreed with some of 
the criticism voiced during the discussion period. He 
proposed that his report and that of JACKSON be mimeographed 
and that certain sections of the reports be sent to the 
districts for discussion. LUMER then proposed that both 
reports be adopted. 

HALL asked if LUMER intended that LUMER* s suggestions 
be included in the motion for adoption. LUMER replied in the 
affirmative. The NEC adopted both the report of LUMER 
and that of JACKSON. 

Information Report on Cuba 
By MORRIS CHILDS 

MORRIS CHILDS gave a 45 -minute information report 
on Cuba. The information contained In this report lias been 
reported elsewhere. 

After this rqport by CHILDS, the session of 
5/14/60 adjourned. 
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May 15, i960 



Time, Type and Place of Meeting 

On Sunday afternoon. May 15 , i960, there was 
an Executive Session of the National Executive Committee 
(NEC) of the CPUSA after the conclusion of the three-day 
enlarged meeting of the NEC, This Executive Session was 
held in CP Headquarters, 23 West 26th Street, New York City. 

Persons in Attendance 

The following members of the NEC were in 
attendances 



PHIL BART 
BENJAMIN DAVIS 
GUS HALL 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
JAMES JACKSON 
ANTHONY KRCHMAREK 
^i^A^^CMENe^ LIGHTPOOT 
HYMAN LUMER 
GEORGE MEYERS 
IRVING POTASH 
JACK STACHEL 
JAMES WEST 
CARL WINTER 

Also in attendance, at the specific request of 
GUS HALL, was MORRIS CHILDS, 

CPUSA Farm Conference in Minneapolis 
on May 28 and 29 * i960 

It was announced that GUS HALL, ERIK BERT and 
PAT TOOHEY will attend the CPUSA Farm Conference in 
Minneapolis on May 28 and 29, i960. 



- 3 - 




NY 100-80641 



MORRIS CHILDS was asked to instruct the 
Wisconsin District to send more delegates to this Farm 
Conference than had been originally suggested although 
no one seemed to know how many delegates the Wisconsin 
District was asked to send to Minneapolis. 

Selection of MORRIS CHILDS as the 
Secretary of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
of the CPJSA 

C-TJS HALL nominated MORRIS CHILDS as the Secretary 
of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the CFUSA. CHILDS was 
elected unanimously by the NEC CHILDS is answerable to the 
NEC and is considered a part of the NEC^ although he was not 
elected to the NEC. The selection of CrflLDS for this position 
will not be announced beyond rhe NEC. At the present time the 
Foreign Affairs Committee Is a committee of one. 

Restriction of Attendance at 
M eetings of the NBC 

It was decided that hereafter attendance at 
meetings of the NEC will be restricted to members of the 
NEC except when a person is invited for a discuss."..' 'n of 
a particular topic. Once the discus slot on this ;•;» .-.rticular 
topic is concluded ii.e invitee will he ^-oected to .u-.ave the 
meeting . 



The reason for this decision is that some of the 
guests have been voting on motions and have been reining 
issues which the NEC did not want 1*o tC &nu3£ , 

Debate and Decisions in Legar-' to arming the 
Secretariat, or Selecting a Residetr; NKO or a 
Polit Bureau 

For about one hour the NEC debated whether to 
enlarge the Secretariat or select a resident NEC or a Polit 
Bureau. This issue of a resident NEC or a Polit Bureau came 
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up since it was felt by some that the Secretariat is 
assuming too many political duties as well as administrative 
duties, 

GUS HALL stated that from now on everyone will be 
entitled to a vacation of one month's duration. Since 
members of the Secretariat are travelling almost constantly 
and since some will be on vacation from time to time, there 
is a possibility that at times there would not be a quorum 
for a meeting of the Secretariat. HALL therefore proposed 
that ;v CLARENcIDLIGHTFOOT , GEORGE MEYERS and IRVING POTASH 
be- added to the Secretariat. BEN DAVIS said that he would 
Only vote for MEYERS. Others suggested that these three 
be considered alternate members of the Secretariat. CLAUDE 
LIGHTFOOT said that he would serve as a member of the 
Secretariat but not as an alternate member. 

GUS HALL then closed off the discussion by stating 
that a second look at these organizational proposals will 
be taken in July, 

After all the debate and discussion it was decided 
to continue with the Secretariat as presently constituted 
as this Executive Session of the NEC adjourned. 
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Tolson 

Mohr 



peyoach 

Malone 

McGuire 

Rosen 

Tamm ‘ 1 

Trotter _ 

W.C. Sullivc:n . 
Tele. Room — 

Ingram 

Gandy X 



INTERNAL SECURITY - C 




Under date of May 2, I960, Phil Bart, national organi- 
zation secretary, Communist Party (CP) USA, addressed a letter 
to all CP districts and district organization secretaries 
proposing that the month of June, I960, be devoted to "dues ' 
control." This proposal was made as a means of "tightening 
up the Party organization" and of attempting to reach all 
members, get them to pay their dues and to discuss with them 
Party work and their relationship to the Party club. It is 
suggested that the month of May be utilized to prepare for 
the June activity. 

OBSERVATION 

This will apparently be an effort by the Party 
to contact all current members and some former members to Xlj 

arouse their interests in Party work at the club level, to $ l 

get their dues in a current status and to register as many p f 
members as possible. It is believed all continental field V. 
offices should be alerted to this letter and its posa ble 
significance. This may provide a means for the field to 
obtain up-to-date information relating to CP membership and 
to assist in identifying some of those CP members not presently 
identified. 



ACTION EX 109 . w $ 

REC- 69 . /DO -3- 6f- Y& is 

Attached for approval is a letter to all continental 
field offices (original on plastiplate) “fuf^l^&rh§ =: pBi'tinent 
observations and instructions. A ^ ™ 



Enclosure 



100-3-69 V ^ 

1 . 100-3-68. (CP, USA, Membership) 




m MAY 26 1960 




1 - Mr. Parsons 
1 - Mr. Belmont 

PWD : 11c / (6) 



1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Dise 
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is a result of conversations with €LMSNC£ BATBAWiI p 
LBNASCHB12R, £AS?2N- YOUNG and otlwirs in New : York 



City during the period between- lay \% and IS , i960? it 'appears 

that there is a ©riels la 'the' Hi»' Ttek’WitPiet ei ’ tie emuict 

Party. ..CC3P) . BSA. . This situation ihth© lew York Mftrtlt"’- 



©2 the National Office dealingwith factionalism beyond 
1 [the top . leadership in th® District. - It is stated that 
th® : lUnhattam Section, th® Indus trial Section and .the 
financial apparatus® in other sections of the lew York. District 
ar© controlled by supporters of th® Left wing point of view » - 
V is a result; mom® of th® section organisers are holding back 
' on th® transmittal of dues payments- to th® National CJifie© and 



- &JS IMLL, General Secretary of - th® €P g IS A, has 
drafted an ©pen letter- to -th® ^llerton, Section of the New 
York District o Th© plan is to mimeograph this open letter 
3 and send it to all clubs in the (DP, USA. HALL may also g© v 
into the lew York ^strict and appeal to the membership for 
unity and . for support of the national leadership-. 



BSTTY ©AlN^f ; , illl .FEI-pMNDEEj BILL ALBERTSOI 9 ESTHER 
CA1TNB and possibly ARN©LD J@HNS©lo If HALL cannot get 
agreement and unity in th® lew York District h® may knock 
heads 'together and r@»@y® p@@pl® from positions of leadership 
regardless of whether 'they support; a. Left wing or a., light' ' 
wing i point of view. 



St is stated that the 



National Gonventioa of 



ossa's® ecww .ss^*a* 

grouping.: in th® New- York District. Also a discussion of 
factionalism and a discussion of th© work of th® enemy by th© 
National .leadership has had no effect- on this Loft grouping 
in'- th® lew- York. District . fhis.'Left grouping- has - now- changed- 
its line in regard to international relations as a result of 



T 



GEE* Wfe© is 



a part of tbis Left gr©©pimg £ 



t$vsayimg that' tli®' 



rajUMbjp' 

war" is aroamd tb© eoraer- 



p®a©©fml e©“@kist@mG® with ©apit&lisa„ 



B f31 ; @®rr<§@t- &a<§ ■■' 

t-<; tEa® possibility of 



MSsT IfSlH.Ser asirng p©rs@sml fri©a^sfeip to g®/ oyer tb®’ 
\ Saeadof tibia imdaastrial sectioni. a&d.t© discaassmatters 
pprtaimiiig t@ tte'.:stetlo&' vltbtto Uatiomal #ffi@©;: 



Tb®r® is some disappoimtiaamt im regard t© CLMSSNCS 
HMJMMY. 2t- is said that la© tos aot b@@m abl® . ' t® . wi® ’’ tb© 
support of tb® Left group la tb® tew York Bistriot. 

Tfe@ figbt . im tb© tew Y@rk Bistriet bag goa®. 
to-tb© yenffltk. YSa©r© ar© two- yoath e©aat©rs la Sow yorls^ ; •• 

’@a© follows tb© EJatiomal ©f fie© wbil© Mraffien is. b@img ' 
gaaided by MOTHS) J©EMS®K« : This is pm® r®as©a wby HfMH 
do©s ‘mot 'wakt- tb b©- iavol'ysd im yomtla Work im tb® 
fratmr©. 



Tb@r© is also am ®md@rt@m@ of dissatisf&otiom 



®Y bWlIly- -'E3MTE1 Y@TOQ amd 11YW <M,WWTT . • It is f@lt by 
spgj© that MUL fas a .t©md®m® y t® o omp roEaia® amd of tom 
plapat bs— tb®' 3k§ ftl IS© toms® "®f~t bis .T MILL to© ;®#t ' b@®m abl® 
to m1t« tb@: orisis im tb© tew York'Zli^SfiPt jsa® mmtil tb©- 



. sow sa@mb®r.s of tb© : Party tbimk ttot-‘ LWfiOSB sbosald 
bp' rel^pTOd ®f so®© tasks la order to' b© ®l@s®r t@ 

©tbps’s ' f ®®1 ttot 'ILiWMSE sbonald b© assigm@d to;.' do -morii work 

im tb© tew Ybrk ©istriot simp© tbis Womld porait .Saim t® 

baY® it: ®®-t with tb® tew York Bistriptom tb© idpplogitol' fromt. 
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subject: ; VOOMMONIST: PARTY, USA ■ J ; 

y.vv - southern California district Organization, 

/ - : INTERNAL SECURITY - C : — , ■ ' 



• Re Los Angeles letter dated March 30, i960, and 
Bureau "letter dated May 6, i960. ’ 7 . 





v Cases have been open and assigned on the five 

individuals listed . in Bureau letter dated May 6, i960, 
who: are not yet on the Security Index at the Bureau. 
Recommendations for inclusion of these persons oh the 
Security index will be made to ibhe Bureau in the individual , 
.case;. • ' v - ; \ 

Regarding the four individuals whose last names 
are unknown, thi 3 is to' advise that LIBBY in the Bdverly •- . 
Fairfax Section, has been identified as LIBA CORNGOLD, who 
IS now on the Security Index. 

, Concerning PAUL in the West Adams Club, this . 
person has been tentatively Identified as PAUL PERL INj 
however, further verification of this Is being secured. 

s ; ' Concerning one MORRIS -in the Santa .Monica Club, , 

and one MARVIN in the John Reed Club, further investigation yj/ 
is being conductedMn an effort to identify these individual^// 
following' which recommendations concerning their Security Index 
status will be furnished the Bureau, in the individual case files-. 



? -Bureau (Registered) 

-Los Angeles 

WNPjels • ; . ■ 
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ReNYlet to Bureau, 5/11/60. 






On 5/5/60, NY I 85 /-S*, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, a^ised that on that date^BILL 
-LAWRENCE met with BERNARM&DES at latter'? office irTlYCV 



(u) 



ADES stated he had lunch with HY^LUMER recently 
and it was a "frustrating experience"^^: \ | 

ADES said "He didn't agree with me on anything. 
APTHEKER and JACKSON were all right. I. v/as so mad. I 
went' in to see JACK STACHEL, " 
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1 - New York 
1 - New York 
1 - New York 
1 - New York 
1 - New York 
1 - New York 
,1 - New York 
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1 - New York 
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LAWRENCE remarked, "No, the guy to see is HATHAWAY 
You might as well see the head. HATHAWAY and GUS work lik^x 
this.^^) 

g) - Bureau (IOO- 3 - 69 ) (RM) Wassily 

- New York (100-9365) (W.Z. FOSTER) (415) 

IOO- 56579 ) (PHIL BART) (415) ✓ 

100-16021) (ARNOLD JOHNSON) (4l4) 

100 - 23825 ) (BEN DAVIS) (415) 

IOO-I 8065 ) (JACK STACHEL) (415) 

100-60532) (HERBERT APTHEKER) (4l4) 

100-84994) , (GUS HALL) (415) 

100- 6106 ) (CLARENCE HATHAWAY) (414) 

100-105078) (HY LOWER) (415) 

100-16785) (JAMES JACKSON) (415) 

100-467) (BILL LAWRENCE) (4l4) 

100-12481)1 H (41$) 

100-128814) (NY STATE CP-ORGANIZATIQN) (414) 
100-80641) (415) 

Alt INFORMATION CONTAINED , 

HEPFIW IS ONClASSIFIEREexgBPE MUM 
WHERE SHQWM OTHERWISE, 
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ADES said, "These ideas I proposed are at this 
moment under serious discussion and not Just to discuss, 
but to decide and do something. This vjas from JACK. HY 
doesn’t look at anything with an open mind. He doesn't 
see any crisis. JACK says you have to be careful not to 
cause an uproar in the Party. You have to give people 
a choice whether to go into community work or stay in 
industrial for a while. You have to be flexible and 
pragmatical. You decide your objective and do it 
flexibly. JACK said you can have a Bronx Committee down- 
town', but not a Bronx County Committee . . . and the dues 
paying and all would be downtown , In general, he agreed 
with me. And PHIL BART was there, too... But JACK was 
Interested in hearing why LUMER didn't agree and I told him. 
JACK said it would be a couple of months -"Mj r, A 



LAWRENCE commented, "See LUMER at the l6th 
supported POSTER, then BEN and now he supports GUS>& 



ADES said, 'I'm sure GUS would agree with me in 

this. *110 ( U ) 

LAWRENCE said, "Philosophically he (LUMER) hasn't 
moved an inch. See HATHAWAY or GUS, r..\ 



ADES stated, "JACK said they're working on it . 

LAWRENCE then again suggested that ADES see 
HATHAWAY to tell him his proposition and to tell him he 
could get a group to come and wprk for the organization. 
LAWRENCE said he believed the organization has not 
outlived its usefulness, but if it is left to people like 
BEN DAVIS it would become useless and unless there is 
a change in policy "nothing will happen 41 #^ , N 



LAWRENCE remarked, "JACKSON doesn't know what 
you're talking aoout and APTKEKER was just playing ball 
with you. I can't believe he's for 
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LAWRENCE added, "Let me ask you a question. 

HY is a member of the Secretariat, JACK is not, out he 
attends meetings. You meet with JACK and he says it's 
under serious consideration. HY gives no indication it's 
being considered."^ , . ■ 

. ■ ' • W (U) 

ADES said, "Yes he did, but not in that form. 

He said the idea of not having an industrial section was 
being considered. So from his point of view he might agree 
to that, but he means there wouldn’t be an industrial 
board and the industrial clubs would be working from the 
State . "te 



LAURENCE interrupted, "Yeah, but that’s only 
one aspect of your IdeaJtess 



ADES said "That’s what he meant, but when I 
talked to JACK, itfhat’s being considered is. entirely 
different. See, with LUMER he can’t see any change or 
believe in anything new. He can’t understand that trade 
unions can do it themselves, such as the 30 hour week. 

He said, ’What are you upset about? I agree in part.' I 
said, ’You didn't agree at all with the essence '... 

He cap't grasp things. ARNOLD JOHNSON is like that, 

too %) 

LAWRENCE said, "Tuesday a week ago, they had 
national representatives in all the clubs. Last Tuesday, 
a week...HY went... Drop outs wanted to hear if any move- 
ment in the Party. After they heard HY they said nothing 
happened .. .He made a speech like 15 years ago, as if nothing 
happened in the past 5 years. BEN DAVIS, HY LUMER and 
ARNOLD JOHNSON, they will not move . . Jg. 

If the above information Isto ue used in reports 
disseminated outside the Bureau, it should be appropriately 
paraphrased to protect the identity of NY 1857-S*'jfa£jj) 
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CARE MUST BE UTILIZED IN HANDLING AND REPORTING THE 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION, SINCE THE VERY NATURE OF THIS INFORMATION 
TENDS TO IDENTIFY A HIGHLY PLACED AND SENSITIVE— INFOiMANSU 

On 5/13/60, JNY~235%Stt advised that tk^e first day's j 
session of the enlargedHNAt 1 onal Executive Cornmxtrfeee^lIEC)- '' 
meeting of the CP, USA was held in CP Headquarters, NYC, on 
that date. 

Among those in attendance were: 

JAMES ALLEN 
BENJAMIN DAVIS, JR„ 

EUGENE DENNIS 
GUS HALL 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
JAMES JACKSON 
ANTON KRCHMAREK 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
HY LUMER 
IRVING POTASH 
JACK STACHEL 
JAMES WEST RFC 
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This meeting commenced at 2:12 p.m. and after GUS HALL 
announced that a discussion would take place on the electoral 
problems of today, he appointed JAMES JACKSON to chair the 
meeting. 

JACK STACHEL opened the meeting and stated that the 
objectives of the Election sub-Committee were to bring in 
proposals in relation to questions raised at the lafet meeting, 
(NC Meeting, Chicago) and to implement phases of policy that 
have not been previously spelled out. He said the Party's 
election policy is one that has been followed for years and, 
in general, is made up of 3 aspects: 

1. Participate and help determine the outcome of the 
election on every level. Within this aspect, STACHEL indicated 
the following should be strived for: Participation in activ- 
ities within various organizations; influence the election of 
candidates on all levels and to influence the actions odf the 
elected officials after the elections. 



party. 



Utilize the elections to promote a workers class 



3. Utilize the elections to promote the Party's 
program to nominate candidates. 

STACHEL stated that two new factors have entered the 
electoral picture: namely, the world tension centered around 
the spy-plane and KENNEDY/ s victory in West Virginia. He 
commented that the Republican Party had been damaged and the 
peace issue is more important now than ever before in the 
campaign. 

STACHEL stated that, "it is not our jobto speculate", 
but that it was his feeling that the Democratic candidate would 
either be KENNEDY or STEVENSON. He stated "our policy” remains 
the same as set out at. the 17th National Convention and the 
recent NC Meeting in Chicago. STACHEL stated that the Party 
must single out areas where districts must concentrate and that 
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the National Office must help them concentrate in the pri- 
maries and in the campaign itself. STACHEL stated "we" 
have both a duty and the responsibility of bringing . about a 
unity "of what we sometimes call a non-Party left" We must 
search out these "stranded people" and bring them together 
so they can play a role in the following 3 point program; 



1. promotion of a labor party; 

2. campaign on individual issues affecting the 



campaign; 

3. support an agreed upon candidate. 

STACHEL stated "we" should try to contact these 
people, find out their thinking and "keep our eyes and minds 
open." STACHEL stated, concerning the role of the Party, in 
its own name, that there is "no reason against" nominating 
a Presidential ticket. This would help in the struggle to 
establish the legality of the Party and "we" would be in a 
better position to apply our main line. He pointed out that 
the main danger in this is that the Party would get so in- 
volved in its own candidate stthat "they" would forget every- 
thing else, STACHEL staged that, in the Sub- Committee, 

comra<® ARNOLD JOHNSON proposed that the Party nominate a. ticket 
in one state in order to demonstrate the Anti Democratic election 
laws . 



STAHHEL made the following proposals; 

1. In order to meet the objective of bringing forward 
the struggle for the legality of the Party "we" work out a 
federal election law which would make uniform the requirement^ 
so that every minority group could get on the ballot; 

2. The Party adopt a platform and proceed immediately 
in those states where "we" have the capacity, to nominate can- 
didates; 

3. "We" set up a platform committee of 5 or 6 comrades 
to draft a platform, with the first draft being ready to send 

to the districts by the middle of June. The final draft should 
be prepare^ publishing right after the Democratic and Republican 
conventions. 
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4. That an election conference be held in as many 
states as possible and that a national election conference 
be held in September. 

The Sub- Committee also discussed the setting up of 
a public electoral campaign committee, however, it was 
decided to leave this for discussion by the Secretariat. 

BEN DAVIS stated that he felt STACHEL ’ s report 
contained a sound approach, but left some questions un« 
answered. 



DAVIS stated that the 3 point formula was not enough. 
It has to be applied to issues at the present stage of the 
electioncampaign. 

DAVIS stated he does not consider religion an issue 
in the campaign inasmuch as this has been settled by Article 
6 of the Constitution of the United States. 

Concerning the Presidential Primaries, DAVIS stated 
he felt they had degenerated and cited as an example the West 
Virginia primary wherein both KENNEDY and HUMPHREY side-stepped 
the major issues. 

Concerning the youth of the candidates, he said it 
is a factor and "we" must deal with it. 

DAVIS said the "spy-plane incident is "far more 
sinister" than we have taken note of and this must be 
corrected. 
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HEN DAVIS stated that the main issues the Party 
has to consider for the election campaign are: 

lo Peace j 

2. Implementation of the Constitution of the US,* 

3. Establishment of democratic government and 
democratic rights in the South j 

4. The struggle against monopoly, poverty, unem- 
ployment, and the question of living standards j 

5« The question of building the Party and the Press. 

DAVIS stated that the way is open for the Party 
to appeal to the President of the US for Democratic rights 
and election rights of our Party, and also to the UN on 
the question of the denial of elementary rights to our 
Party. The precedent was set for this by HERTER when 
he intervened in Cuba and demanded that the CASTRO forces 
give equal rights to the anti -Communist forces in Cuba. 

ARNOLD JOHNSON stated that it is necessary that 
the Party develop .independent political action and to consider 
the specific role the Party will play and tactics which the 
Party will use in the Presidential race. 

With regard to the possibility of a Communist 
candidate for President and Vice President, JOHNSON stated 
that certain states such as Wisconsin, Michigan, Washington, 
and Illinois require special anti -Communist affidavits and 
that the Party must also consider the Communist Control 
Act of the US. 

JOHNSON proposed that the Party hold a convention 
in July after the convention of the two major parties at 
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which they adopt a platform, establish an election apparatus, 
and nominate Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidates. 

He suggested that the Party then concentrate on one state 
for the purpose of testing its laws and exposing the 
character of the discrimination against the Party, and 
for the purpose of strengthening the party and its electoral 
work. JOHNSON stated that the Party could demand equal 
radio and T„V. time and show the Communists are serious 
about advancing Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidates. 

GENE DENNIS stated that there is an emergence 
of pro-peace forces. in the Democratic Party and cited as 
examples, ADLAI STEVENSON, Governor MEYNER, G. MENNEN 
WILLIAMS, HUMPHREY, and KENNEDY and that there is a. sharpening 
of the struggle between them and the TRUMAN, ACHESON, and 
SYMINGTON forces which had stressed the missle gap and 
the . inadequacy of military preparation* 

DENNIS suggested that the party approach Democrats 
In various states and try to get a coalition of forces such 
as STEVENSON, KENNEDY, and MORSE to oppose the TRUMAN, 

ACHESON, JOHNSON forces. DENNIS stated that KENNEDY'S 
position on. peace did not differ too much from HUMPHREY'S, 
but that KENNEDY'S position on civil rights is not apparent 
as yet. He suggested that the Party "avoid the distortion" 
that KENNEDY is a fascist. 

DENNIS proposed that the party give greater 
attention to a, number of Congressional races. He stated 
that there are about 20 pro -peace Congressmen whom the 
Party should support for re-election, specifically 
mentioning PROXMIRE of Wisconsin, JOHNSON of Colorado, 
and MEYER (PH) of Vermont. 

DENNIS stated that the Party should give greater 
attention to the mobilization of the trade unions and 
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stressed the Importance of COPE (Committee on Political 
Education , AFL-CIO) . 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT stated with regard to the 
Negro movement that there would be no substantial break- 
through as to Negro candidates in i 960 , but urged that 
a survey be conducted to see xfhat is necessary for the 
election of Negro candidates as opposed to merely waging 
a protest campaign for a Negro candidate. 

LIGHTFOOT stated that the Party leadership in 
Cleveland was responsible for the successful campaign 
of a Negro candidate who successfully defied COPE and the 
labor hierarchy in Cleveland. 

DOROTHY HEADY stated that the role of Communists 
in Southern California must be to help provide a unified 
approach and a consolidating of alliances, and a relating 
of the grass roots movements to each other, 

HEAIBT mentioned also that in two weeks she is 
to appear in a radio panel discussion on the religions issue 
in the Presidential campaign. 

HEAffif said there is an important opportunity 
for the left to influence certain conventions through 
women representation. She also called for aLParty's draft 
platform to be circulated through the Party. 

GUS HALL felt emphasis should be put on the fact 
that the Party's role should emphasl«6the role of mass 
movements and not candidates - "mass action can move 
candidates." He upheld STCHEL's remark that the peace issue 
would emerge as the chief Issue, HALL felt, in speaking 
about candidates, the Party must examine their base and 
foundations and where they get their support. HALL felt 
there was a false idea going through the Party that the 
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leadership was against a national candidate and this should 
be "undone" . He said that they should Ji^ght at every 
opportunity for "Communist candidates " " said that 

it should be explained that anyone signing their petitions 
would be subjected to persecution,, The whole idea of 
persecution of the small independent political parties 
must he brought out. 

JAMES JACKSON remarked that he was for a 
Communist Party national candidacy because he felt in 
this manner they could best put forward the peace issue 
and the Negro liberation movement. He said the events 
of the past month or so have been such that each of the 
major political candidates have had to take a public 
stand on these issues. He felt the Party could push for 
a united front for free elections and proposed a permanent 
committee be established to seek ways to change the law, both 
the national and local levels that governs the participation 
of minority political parties. This committee should 
have a long range goal of possibly 1962 or 1964, for 
bringing about such changes. 

JACKSON felt the Party could detail a project in terms 
of public relations activity around a specific item. He sug- 
gested the Party put 2000 members to work ten hours a week 
for ten weeks visiting 200,00 people, taking with them a 
copy of "The worker". He felt this could result in 20,000 
new subscriptions. He thought that possibly by November, 
they could have a daily paper which could, through larger 
circulation, play an important role in the later elections. 
JACKSON minimized the importance of the religious issue 
in the campaign saying the Catholic Church hierarchy has 
"had its wings clipped" and is not an American Institution. 

JAMES ALLEN said that the "recent events" have 
destroyed the peace image of EISENHOWER as well as of the 
Republican Party and NIXON. He felt the Party is in a 
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better position now than It was in 1958* to push for a 
United Front ticket in all local levels. He thought 
the Party was now in a better position to influence 
those of the left and more able to give sound political 
direction and leadership to them, 

HY LUMER agreed with STACHEL's position on 
party candidates and the need for developing campaigns 
on a state scale should be emphasized, 

IRVING POTASH stated "we" must recognize 
the fact that the American masses will not take our 
Party seriously as a political party unless we put forth 
popular candidates. He said they have to fight against 
all obstacles which stand in the way of putting forth 
Party candidates, POTASH was of the opinion that a Party 
candidate for i 960 could not now be put forth mainly 
because they have neglected to "cultivate the ground for 
It," That, however, now is the time to start cultivating 
that ground by running local candidates. 
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HATHAWAY was in agreement with STACHEL ’ s report and 
commented that the Party must recognize the difficulty in 
informing the membership of policy decisions. He indicated 
that individual club meetings were not sufficient, citing 
for example that NY has 125 clubs and there is not enough 
time to brief them all individually. 

CARL WINTER stated that it is necessary to shift 
emphasis at various times during the course of developments. 
He indicated that the 2nd of the 3 aspects set fdrth in 
STACHEL 's report as the most important because at present 
it is the main arena where the struggle is developing. 

He said that there is a big change taking placec in the 
orientation of the labor movement and it is "coming from 
below". That they have to note this change, stimulate 
and guide it. 

WINTER agreed with JACKSON 1 s proposal regarding the 
Utilization of 'The Worker "stating The Worker"has to become 
the major instrument through which we speak to our member- 
ship and our friends. WINTER stated that he would like to 
see the question of the rights of minority groups to the 
ballot removed from the discussion. That while he agreed 
with it in principle it was an abstract proposition and a 
diversion at this time. 

WEST agreed with the proposal on utilization of 
"The Worker". He stated that in Illinois there is a problem 
in the fight against the non- Communist affidavit and that 
"we" need a test case to fight this affidavit. WEST was 
of the opinion that there were many facets to the Eole of 
the Party besides that of running a Party candidate. 

JACK STACHEL then proposed they bring In a motion 
on JACKSON's proposal in regard to "The Worker" and on how 
to implement our election program. 

At the 2nd day's session, LUMER is to report on 
Education and JACKSON on propaganda. 

Bureau will be kept advised. 
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GUS HALL invited all out-of-town comrades to 
arrange to either see WILLIAM Z. POSTER 6s? talk with him 
on the phone. 

The first report was on Party Education by HY LUMER. 
LUMER said that what distinguishes the OP is the fact that it 
bases its actions on scientific theory, that theory being 
Marxism-Leninism. He pointed out various reasons for 
decline in education work in the past ten years, including 
revisionism and the rise of rt MC CARTHYISM." He said that 
the situation has changed favorably with the successful 
fight against revisionism in the CP. With the stabilization 
of the Party there has come a concern far theory and a 
sporadic revival of Educational work throughout the Party. 

In this connection he cited as examples the restoration of 
the Marxist school - The Faculty of Social Science, and the 
revival of the organization of Party classes. 

LUMER outlined the following; 

1 a Club Education ' 

This has received too little attention.. The 
National Education Department has provided material for the 
Clubs from time to time and the best reception has been 
the Discussion Guides < The clubs need more of this type of 
material?. Club discussion has been unsatisfactory due to 
informant club Meetings, untrained leadership and lack of 
attention on part of top leadership to club work. 

2, Cadre Training 

There have been some steps to implement this. 
Examples are nine day school in Detroit, part-time schools in 
Los Angeles, San Francisco and Seattle last summer. However, 
no full-grown cadre training groblema is in operation. 

o. Q -3 
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3. Youth Education 

There have been heartening developments in this 
field and it is an important area of work which should be 
developed on a national scale „ 

4. Literature 

With reference to this subject, LUMER cited 
figures relative to output of publications of International 
Publishers and New Century illustrating drastic decline in 
production of both during the past several years. 

5.1 Educational Apparatus 

There are inadequacies in this field. Only 
two districts have had continuous Educatio nal^DlrecAo-r s . 
•tB^gF~6elhg New York and Chic ago. T^yt^diftricts are operating 
without an educational apparatus. A favorable climate now 
ex isfasu for the functioning of the Nat iSB^ZSiduc^ti c ^^oi^ Ebsion 
and WILL IAM WE INST ONE has been addeH’To its staff. ~ ~ 

LUMER stated the reason for continuing weaknesses 
was primarily tendency to brash aside Education work under 
pressure of other tasks. These difficulties were compounded by 
factionalidlsruption within the Party. He then outlined the 
present situation and problems noting that the old comrades 
have had no formal recent training and the younger comrades 
have had none. He enumerated the following % 

1. Entire cadre needs theoretical training and I 

refreshing. ^ 

2. Lack of confidence in theory which manifested 
itself in lack of Ideological militance in the Party. 

3. There has developed, especially on the club 

level, a new core of leadership which is on the whole 
inexperienced and untrained. 1 * 
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4. The Party inherited a lot of ideological 
weaknesses such as (a) lack of Marxist-Lenlnlst methodology^ 
(b) extensive growth of bourgeois nationalism, and (e) lack 
of understanding of the nature and role of the Party, 



self study. 



5. The Party has lost the habit of reading and 



New theoretical problems have developed, 



At this point LUMER said that rt what has emerged » 
is the necessity of basing our theoretical analysis on the 1 1 
U. S. and our own problems.” He then presented the || 

following positive programs *■- — ■ . .. || 

1 . Party Clubs 

Manual and Guides should be issued for use of clubs 
and other publications should be used more effectively, 

2. Classes and Schools 

National campaign should be undertaken to 
organize Party classes in all Districts, Schools should 
be re-established in a number of major Districts and a 
program should be started to train teachers in the Districts. 

A school year in which a program of one year is worked out should 
be instituted. 

3« Cadre Training 

Organize in all Districts a series of part-time 
cadre training schools to be held on weekends and nights with material 
and assistance from the national education department. Undertake 
national cadre schools. Each district set up a program of 
singling out key cadre and assign them to district leaders for 
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specialized training. Wider use should be made of "The World 
Marxist Review." ^ 

4. Youth Education 

This requires special attention. Classes in this 
field at present time are mainly made up of non-Party students 
and should be extended along this l&ne. A program should be 
worked out with the National Youth Director. 

5. Earty Affairs 

This publication should be resumed as soon as an 
Editor and proper staff can be obtained. 



According to LUMER, the National Education 
Commission proposes a six month period of study from June 
to December of this year on the question of the Marxist 
Movement today and its perspectives. It also purposes a 
series of articles in "Political Affairs" on the subject 
of Education. 

LUMER noted that the National Office is starting I 
a series of seminars, the first of which is to be next 1 

Friday (5/20/60). He said he would lead it and the topic 
will be "State monopoly capitalism." He suggested each 
District do this for their leadership. 

LUMER proposed that he be relieved of Youth and 
Jewish work so that he may devote his time to organizing and 
giving direction to Education work. He recommended that 
all cadre training be assigned to WILL (WE INSTONE) 0 




Approved: 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 



M Per 




-FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 




F B I 



Date: 



Transmit the following in 

(Type in plain text or code ) 



Via 

(Priority or Method of Mailing ) 



NY 100-80641 



Following LUMER'S report, there was a discussion 
period wherein all individuals were in agreement with 
the above report. BART pointed out the average age of the 
club c hairmen is 20 years in the Part y ahtt 7 ~th~ererore , tne” 

’tHalTthereTnust be a "rapid 



training" of that leadership because it is the link to the 
clubs. BART stated the idea of direction aid training of 
clubs is most welcome and essential and that the training 
of the "whole middle cadre" was necessary. 



DANNY RUBIN spoke about the steps taken regarding 
education by the youth in Philadelphia » He stated "we" 
can start an educational program on a basic theoretical 
level i however, the problem is that "too often we 
leave it there" and "we" don't get down to how people 
are living, it is therefore too abstract. 



RUBIN in mentioning methods used in Philadelphia, 
stated that examinations and individual interviews were applied 
whereby basic questions on Socialism were asked i He also 
stated that as District Educational Director for the last 
four years (in Philadelphia) he only used the lecture method 
once . 

JACK STACHEL state that every Party leader on every 
level must be a participant in this educational program 

GUS HALL stressed the importance of cadre development; 
study among the leadership itself. HALL cited a youth cTub 
in Philadelphia whose members are between the ages of 18-23 
and adeptly schooled in Marxism-Leninism. These individuals 
are future club chairmen and District Organizers and the 
distinction lies in education. They talk like Marxist leaders 
and have an understanding of mass work. 
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BETTY GANNETT stated the Party has to utilize 
the printed word and examine how “Political Affairs" can 
become a major instrument regarding education i 



WILLIAM WEINSTONE pointed out that the struggle 
for principle is a major taski Also “we“ have to establish a 
“school year™ rather than short-term educational programs 
because you can't teach Marxism-Leninism in nine days* "We" 
have to develop a systematic program of step by step 
education and also improve the quality of published materials 

GEORGE! MEYERS stated re educa tio n that there has been 
a break^thTOugh as f a r as jo uhg^peop le are concerned, particularly 
in Colleges where ‘ student s’ want_ to Jtoo'^v^^nSoeTairsm iSi 
He stated^R^ = fearwWiif®nsr"pTOgraiii to 

those comrades who feel the need of educationa . and look upon 
it as an instrument of struggle aad as a weapon . 

MEYERS said “we want our comrades to feel that they 
understand Marxism and can give leadership on it." 

ARNOLD JOHNSON stated that he felt that out of 
respect for the Parties of other lands "we should 
understand what is happening in these countries." He 
said that education is a requirement for this. He indicated 
that the requirements he considered necessary to approach the 
problem of , education are; 

1. a degree of modesty 

2. a lot of hard work 

3. lack of an attitude of arrogance or conceit 

4. a constant re-examination of fundamentals 
with the realization that some things must remain constant, 
such as "The well streams of our theory." 
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JOHNSON continued that he felt one approach to the 
problem of education was a subjective internal approach 
of examining ideas. He said that the Party must take note 
of the fact that there is sharp increase among the masses, 
"outside of our ranks" who are reading Marxist literature. He 
said that "this gives us a responsibility inasmuch as we 
must be able to handle their questions." Material must be 
presented in such a way that everyone (Comrades) will feel 
the necessity of getting "hold of it" in order to meet day 
by day problems. 

HERBERT ABTHEKER agreed with LUMER'S report; He 
said that the comrades think and talk one way at club meetings, 
etc; but do not carry this thinking outside of the Party; 

He added that one thing that would help would be for 
educational work to reflect more fully what people. want 
to know; and what they are discussing and reading; 

He cited as an example the fact that courses held in the 
school on "current problems" were the best attended; He 
indicated a need for a cadre to be able to discuss problems 
with intellectuals on their own level; He co mmented th at 
they (intellectuals) are seeki ng us out;' ' 

JIM WEST said he thought the report was good and 
the proposals made would help overcome shortcomings (in 
educational work); He said "we m ust emphasize the training 
of young people in the deVnlopinent of__cad.res . ,s WEST 
emphasized that the party~has not placed research "on a 
level required of a Communist Party, WEST pointed out that 
at the present time there was no collective use of research 
in the Party -and-he- felt there should be a central research 
unit to collect and .^Isseminate material dealing with the 
exploitation of the 'wdrking class; 
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LOUiCS MEINSTOCK said, in regard to Educational 
work, that he felt there was a need to organize a seminar 
to study basic problems and discuss changes that have 
taken place in the last 15-20 years i He felt that 
an ideological struggle must be carried on to convince 
Party people of the need of '"education i 

DOROTHY HEALEY said that what is needed is an 
analysis of historic methods of Marxist education, pointing 
out that many leading Marxists have left the Party i She 
said that Hi regarcf'1;o"'culFul^ regard 

it" as an important and decisive means of communication and 
this should be corrected, 

IRVING POTASH stated that he agreed with LUMER'S 
report as far as it went* He noted there is an absence of 
teaching relationship between theory and tactics and said 
there is a necessity to stress how to think "when we 
approach a problem,” He continued "we have removed the 
dialectical method from our everyday thinking i" 

MORRIS CHILDS commented that a greater number 
of people are showing interest in the Party i He said the 
question now Is "how do we have a forum to train the 
people and how do we educate this forum," There is not 
enough cadre In the Education field i The national leadership 
has a definite responsibility to select people for 
such a cadre , The Districts also have a similar task, 

J AMES JACKSON then gave the repor t on ag ita tio n and 
p ropaganda^ He said the Party is now~l^ea3y“‘to shift 1 Its 
'emphasis to practical activities. Concentration should be 
on urban industrial workers l If the CP enlightens advanced 
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workers then they in turn can be the teachers of the 
slowero groups and these ideas will then flow in more 
scattered channels i The masses must be educated so that 
they will have realization of theTTasks “themselves 1 The 
primary emphasis should be t h e thesi s of ,"t heb ro ad front" . 
Agitation material must" be "spicy and whet theap^ 
propaganda. Agitation must have an immediate relationship 
to the every day life of the masses. 

In preparation of material* the nature of class 
interest of the audience must be determined and the 
material "angled" to that audience i> All media, including 
TV* should be used In agitational and 

IjitypagarSajidSc . Districts and^tITe J %errfcer®'' ’ShO uliff ”“b'e~“carTvhs s ed 
“fort hepurpo se of setting up a competent committee of 
specialists In this field, 

ANTON KRCHMAREK said the key to educational work 
is to create a desire in the comrades for a Marxist 
education i 

ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG stated that these 
are books available in all fields of work and that the 
Party has to be conscious of this facti He pointed out that 
the Party is a poor Party and the cost of publishing a 
book today is six times as much as it used to be^ 

BENJAMIN J. DAVIS stated that ideology is the 
most decisive question before the Party at this time and that 
criticism and self-criticism will flow much more when the 
Party becomes united ideologically ^ 
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JACK STACHEL agreed with the reports given and 
emphasized the role of the "Worker 1 ® relationship to the 
proletariat i 



CARL WINTER stated that 



have "The Worker" 



for agitation; 



fo r propa ganda ' and we must utilize 



botHTas In s t jnjmentg In_ou£-wo rk «, He stated agitation 
is not simply being* critical and that the essence . Is to 
criticize in such a way as to mobilize for action^ 

WINTER pointed out that the Party has to realize that 
there are diverse qualities in everyone and should use 
them collectively i Also that we have to elevate to the 
highest level, the best talent lh the particular fields 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT stated that cadre training 
was the first and foremost job of every political leader^ 
and that "Political Affairs" should reflect and analyze 
every struggle the Party goes through i 

BETTY GANNETT said that agitational material 
has to be of Immediate character and on single issues • 

She said "we" have a very serious responsibility on the 
national and state level to handle agitational material 
with dignity and an appreciation of the struggle needed 
to get it outi She felt that the Party needs some 
popular material that the club can use so that it can 
give the position of the Party on various issues 6 

HERB APTHEKER stated? 

li In agitation work the Important point Is to 
try and turn a key in the mind of the reader that something 
is deeply wrong and try to expose a lie^ 
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2i In addition to slogans and epigrams, APTHEKER 
would add images a 

3i Agitational material has to be infused with 
fight and passion. 

4i To Democracy and Socialism he would add 
patriotism. 

APTHEKER remarked thai_”w«'LJbelie^e that we” 
are among the saviors of'ouF^omtrpy.^ He said that those"-' 
who-Tule^our^^ ~ w wealcening and murdering it I" 

LOUIS WEINSTOCK remarked that there would not be 
a “Daily Worker" 8 unless every single Party member is 
convinced that this is an "A Number One" responsibility 
at the present time. He said that if the Party wants a 
daily paper by next January, it will be necessary to 
begin to work for it by June 1st and to have at least 
$100,0 00 ready, befo re the Pdrty^rg^ins^to t allTiarf-i^ranging 



GUS HALL said that concerning “our" literature 
in so far as content, style, and make-up, one would have to 
conclude that the comrade who put it out have no intention 
of influencing anyone or anything with very few exceptions. 
He said the Party has no way of checking the effect of the 
material that is put out and that a system of checking the 
influence of the material must be worked out i He suggested 
the possibility of setting up a watch-dog committee who 
would, after reading "Political Affairs” and "The Worker" 
send in their criticisms concerning samei 
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IRVING POTASH said "our* education must/be 
directed primarily either to the most backward or the 
most advanced people, but it must be dire cted to the mass, 
the major ity in.jDet w een j he - said a methoH'ThUst^be^deWloped 
tcTTIndout the real thinking of such a sector of the people. 

WILL WEINSTONE stressed the importance of agitation 
work, pointing out that it is the Party’s task to stir up 
the masses » He said there is a weakness in the field of 
Party propaganda and that' the Party is not striving to make 
the working class, class conscious i He said the Party 
should call upon the working man to '"raise his sights' 1 and 
introduce his own independent policy. Concerning the distribution 
and sale of literature, WEINSTONE said that among people say 
they cannot distribute it because they will be exposed. 

He stated that E, we" as leaders must do more ourselves i 

JAMES JACKSON pointed out the need of modernizing 
the agitational material and producing it with greater 
quality and quantity. He. said . " we" have to insist ou-lloj ir" 
presence on the TV screens in this~covint , ry . JACKSON agreed 
' that-the^ ap er ( "The Wo rker IF 7~l^lKe'Tlf number one 
vehicle for agitation and said that in ther paper there is 
the opportunity for many agitational pieces in one issue i, 



He said that in recent issues there have been 
editorials that would lend themselves to re-production and 
the Party should look at material in “The Worker" in order 
tp put out this material in leaflet fornu JACKSON remarked 
that he agreed with the point made by HERB (APTHEKER) 
concerning patriotism i 

BY' LTJMER recommended that a survey be made throughout 
the ftembership to determine the reaction to “Political Affairs* 
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in order that a, report can be prepared by. the Editorial 
Board for presentation to the Secretariat* He said 
the work in educational and propaganda fieldd should be 
departmental! zed" and specific responsibility assigned i 

A motion was made that the reports on education 
and propaganda be accepted; The informant was unable 
to determine the vote, but there appeared to be no 
objection* — : — 

JMORRIS CHILDS next reported on Cuba;^ In his 
opening remarks' Ife^said^the-^ i’S based on the 

collective opinion of the Cuban Party* The fact that they 
aggression is forcing them to speed up their 
economic and political plans in order to safe guard their 
revolution i They say “friends in Europe* 11 think the United 
States will not attack Cuba at this time; However, “they* 1 
feel differently* They feel there are two trerids'Tir"™ ~ 
Washington at this time, one being to 'attaclT13u5a now 
and the other to choke the revolutIdhr^ r 'ecdnonEc Wans, 
diplomatic “meiaris , and “ 

CHILDS stated that this means that while there are 
differences in Washington on methods of timing both groups 
want to de&roy Cuba, The Party in Cuba is growing, but 
they ..do not stress this, rou cannot; qiscu^Tnui^ers, wit h 
them*— The Cuban people a re de ve'W^'the 
American people they can never subdue Cuba; 

He said th ere are many ways to support Cuba; In 
Chicago a group of ministers held a meeting and”"de = crded to 
send a delegation (to Cuba in the near future)^ The 
* 6 National Guardian* * has a tour; n We should speed these things 
up," and organize them while there is time. He said the 
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trade unlqn forces should.be shown what the US imperialists 
are doings There should/some support from the trade union 
forces here; “We' r need proposals as to how "we 1 ® can 
bring this dangerous situation to the attention of the people, 
the trade unions and mass organizations; 



5 / 15 / 60 ; 



Session adjourned to reconvene 10:00 AM, Sunday, 
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oaot TrTMmrS 08 °P ened nominations for chairman and 

CARL WINTER was nominated and accepted, halt, stated on 
the agenda for today we have discussion and a couple of 
information reportSi HALL stated that in the last 30 
days since NEC meeting many new developments have occurred 
among them the plane in cident 1111 on which some time should 
be spent i HALL-St^fFd^tKar^e EISENHOWER administration 
has been forcedto take peace steps, but below the surface 

d e %4iQS4b=«^a|^.„^H^onceIt^ conbiimes . HALL Stated the 
seriousness of the situation can be measured by the confusion 
and desperation, and that a crisis exist s in government 
and leadership* HALL emphasized that the recent spy plane 
infident must be considered within the context of the 
general background of the American sphere of influence referring 
specifically to situations in South Korea, South Afrida, 

Turkey, Cuba, Japan, Viet— Nam, as well as the domestic 
peace movements. 

HALL stated this incident _( spy plane), created "the // 
most massive self-expdsure that has - taken' place Tn "Elslforv" II 
wfctgtTT%iriggre ^^ 4 

defense has been received from any quarter^ He said there 
are two main re actions, the danger of accidental atomic war 
and the UScJov e mmen t has been caught in so many lies, that 
the vemcity of the US is in doubt. The World Peace forces 
have never had such a clear cut issuer 

HALL asked .has this created a new situation which 
would necessitate a hew basic analysis of the general 
situation. He indicated at this time it did not, but there 
is a need for much more discussion. HALL stated that the US 
ideology and economic situation was based upon "cold war # 
tensions" and that this explains the apparent dilemma and 
contradiction of the US at the present time; ' 
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HALL posed the following questions? 

li Is co-existence wishful thinking? 

No; It can be achieved and the Soviet Union 
has moral standing! 

The- Soviet Union is fighting for peace; 

2. Is peace the central issue? |j 

Yes. War is no more inevitable than it was; Ji 

3; Is there any apparent difference between the 
Soviet CP and the Chinese CP? 

HALL said such so called differences should 
be considered in the light of their different 
problem an d re we 8 l> should not invent any differences, 
He said the CningBe~broblenr Is difficult to = * 
understa nd ; ~ — — • — - - 

r**-*~~' * 

HALL said that the central conclusion to be drawn 
is around the whole struggle for peace; The Summit Meeting 
will dramatize West Berlin and Germany and some very 
serious situations can develop from it; 

JAMES JACKSON (utilizing the security of the 
blackboard) stated that the Party must help prepare the 
American public to accept peaceful co-existence and stated 
that the Party must be prepared for a substantial counter- 
thrust on the part of reactionary forces with regard to 
Cuba. He pointed out that inter vention in Cuba could se tt 
off reactI5hs"~tii 'China; •FUrmosa^ Sou th Ko rea 7~and Japan ^ 

HERBERT APTHEKER stated that the Party must point out 
that the US Government is instituting McCarthyism in that the 
CIA and the Nati onal Securi tyCouncil ar e becoming the 
dondnam; fowe^ih .regard to •* "’He 

^tal^tM^at^^hese Congressional 

control and In secrecy. 

__ 
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APTHEKER listed the following points; 

1; That he felt GUS HALL l S charge of double- 
dealing and arrogance should be directed against the US 
Government rather than at the people of the US because the 
people of the US are shocked at policies followed by the 
government; 

2; That the Party must point out that the US 
Government has become committed to the use of atomic weapons by 
its armed forces; 

3; The moral degradation of the US in being allied 
with FRANCO and CHjkNG Kai ShejUk must be pointed out; 

4. The racism* arrogance* and rottenness of the j 

ruling class in the US must be pointed out; 1 

5. Point out the growing idea of preventative 
war in military circles. 

6. The Party must intensify its struggle against | 
and other such forces; 

JACK STACHEL stated that the Soviet Union has 
pdLnted out that^fcold war is not a preventative/ war but 
a step in the direction of war; STACHEL said that the Party must 
take up an extensive struggle to show what the cold war is 
and what co-existence is and that co-existence does not mean 
merely preserving the status quo; 

JIM ALLEN stated that the Party must center attention 
upon the fact that the dominant trade union leadership is allied 
with the cold war forces; He urged an evaluation of all the 
forces and currents within the labor movement ; ALLEN commented 
that it is unfortunate that other aspects of the mass movement 
such as the student movement, and the peace movement are 
advancing ahead of the trade union movement; 
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CLARENCE stated t that, jfflRUgflgjpiV be 

counted upon to adhere to a p olicy 1 to promote peace 5 
co«ex±steTice7 and" progress InThe^et^t^ement' of Berlin 
bWT tKSf IHffiUSHCflEtr v&X~6o 

the preciyktion of war. He stated that all the 
developments in the " plane inciden t" are examples of the way 
KHRUSHCHEV takes advantage o f Ico ntp adic tions viriiich„exi§t in 
the" bourgeoiS''WoTl'd and uses thos e,, c ontradictions to 
further peaceful co«existence7 

HATHAWAY stated that there is a "division of 
labor" among the Communist forces In the world and that each 
Communist force must fulfill its responsibility in accordance 
with the situation which exists in its part of the worlds 
To illustrate this "division of labor" HATHAWAY cited the 
examples of KHRUSHCHEV "in the most powerful socialist 
state/' taking advantage of favorable aspects of the present 
period; the situation in the Par East gives the Chinese Party 
the responsibility of exposing the role of the imperialist 
powers in the Pacific areai HATHAWAY pointed out that GUS 
HALL has hit upon the things which "we" must do to strengthen 
the peace movement . 

HATHAWAY stated that this Summit meeting will not 
settle everything but that others will follow and 
that "KHRUSHCHEV will wrest concessions from them." He 
said that~~the issue of Berlin mus t/be presented in all 
agination and speeches . as ^..obstacle ^tojtfid" of 

peace and cc-e±is¥ence 0 

IRVING POTASH discussed the AFL-CIO foreign 
policy conference • He said that this conference brought 
to the surface MEANY f S cold war policies and expressed 
the boldest attempt by the cold war forces to use the 
trade union movement to bolster their position in the US 
and internationally i 

~ 5 - 
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POTASH referred to MURRAY KEMPTON'S column 
(in the NY Post) in which KEMPTON asked whether one 
state department isn‘ t enoughs (implying that the AFL- 
CIO leaders . are trying to usurp the function of the State 
Department ) ' a POTASH stated that the Soviet ..Un ion might 
come to_the UN and say that th e American trade union 
" movement is un der the thumb of lthe gover^ent jnd in 
particular CIA. ” 

POTASH stated that although no voice was raised 
at the conference in opposition to MEANY, undercurrents 
of opposition to MEANY do exist in the AFL-CIO and that 
such opposition has been demonstrated in the. form, of 
statements by such leaders as HARTNETT, CURRAN, REUTHER, 

EMIL MAZEY, and by the fact that there were many absentees 
from the conference, 

POTASH stated that MEANY found it necessary to 
call this conference because of a need to counteract 
the effect of the peaceful co-existence position of the 
entire labor movement outside the US and because MEANY 
fears the influence of progressive forces in the trade 
union movement i 

POTASH stated that the Party must encourage 
progressive forces in the trade union movement to participate 
in the opposition to MEANY* S cold war policy and to 
help develop the skill and infciative of the rank and file in 
formulating resolutions, organizing round robins, distributing 
leaflets and flyers, encouraging comrades to take the floor 
at meetings, and supporting the positions of such leaders 
as MAZEY, CURRAN and in certain in&ances REUTHER and 
CAREY, 
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POTASH proposed that the Party aim its fire at 
such enemies of labor as ADENAUER and in the unions such 
enemies as DUBINSKY and LOVESTONE . POTASH said the Party 
must take advantage of the fact that the leaders “do not 
love DUBINSKY/ 5 and that LOVESTONE £3 a mystery in the 
unions which the Party should clear up; 

CARL WINTER, as chairman, at this point reported 
he had received a note from JACK (STACHEL) which, according 
to WINTER, expressed the sentiments of the committee but 
that it would be wJELl to Sake “consensus 15 on it; WINTER 
(apparently referring to note) stated that several speakers 
have stated they thought HALL spoke of our country as a 
country of hypocrites and double dealers but that what he did 
say was that these actions by our government have created 
a reaction abroad that we are a nation of double dealers, 
WINTER asked if everyone agreed to this and at the same 
time stated that if anyone objected he may speaks 

LIGHTFOOT said he had told newspaper reporters 
that we are rapidly becoming a nation of hypocrites , 
particularly concerning the Negro question ; He added that 
the American people must assume the responsibility for 
tolerating this type of government. 

At this point a brief recess of seven minutes 
took places 

GEORGE MEYERS stated that at a meeting he had, 
following the plane incident, he had discussions that 
brought out the point that if a Soviet plane had been 
shot down over the US we would be at war. He also expressed 
fear of secrecy in government as presenting possibility of 
unknown people controlling life or death through an atomic 
war; He concluded by expressing opinion that as far as 
preventing war the reaction of the American people will have 
more influence than anything else. 
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BETTY GANNETT stated that-the Party must point 
out the tough fight for peaceful co-existence and expressed 
worry that there may be a shift in the direction that 
there is no possibility for peaceful co-existence . On the 
question of secrecy, GANNETT reported that we got to 
resurrect actions which took place in the recent past to 
show the lies that were perpetrated on the American people 
by the American Governments She felt that the Party has a 
more serious job of exposing monopoly capitalism and its 
machinations s 



ARNOLD JOHNSON suggested that a two-day session on 
Peace be held in order to determine how to establish peace 
movement; discussion on danger spots to world peace; 
examination of war literature; estimation of Party* s 
influences; role of military in goveammeM, JOHNSON felt 
that the timing of the Party* s activities in this field is 
acute due to the tremendous change in the thinking of the 
American people i 

Lunch break from 12:50 to l:25i 



MORRIS CHILDS stated there is a need for 
discussions but we must go beyond that and deal with the 
concrete possibilities of establishing a broad front 
struggle for peace i 



WILL WEINSTONE quoted LENIN as saying in 1922 
that governments prepare war secretly behind people’s 
backs. He urged the Party to issue slogans relative to the 
i960 elections that the country needs n honest'" leaders ; 

He felt that the Party should ^crystalize the labor 
movement against the cold war. He also felt that the Party 
shouB give greater attention to SANE (committee for Sane 
Nuclear Policy). In relation to demonstration s in San ,. 
Franci sco , against - : the"TICTB-tierar±ngST^ : 
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1« That "The Worker 11 play it big, 

2i That the SF district produce folder and 
distribute it nationally and if necessary the national office 
should provide the necessary funds i 

LIGHTFOOT regarded the general 3ine of GUS - 
(HA.LL) report as good and sa id that EISENH OWER »s positi on 
h as suddenly changed and t hat-ilhHiiShu m^v * a position^ that 
EISENHOWER is a ^ pe ace ma n 1 * but surrounde d by war forces^ we" 
can no longer* agree with;" - 

He said that the handling of the spy-plane incident 
by the Soviet forces has broadened the whole struggle for 
peace i It has brought In new forces for peace 
who previously believed that EISENHOWER was following 
a policy of peaces 

This gives the peace movement an offensive 
and places the whole American Government on the defensive i 

We have to find ways to show that the M Party has 
been right all along about American Imperialism^ 

LIGHTFOOT agreed that the Peace question is the most 
important question* 

DENNIS said let us not keep referring to the 
latest elements such as the spy plane incident i One has to 
make reference to the obvious "It was a hostile military 
act." It* s objec tive was jto _ toj^edqjta . 

DENNIS stated 'that the* prospects of this ^Summit Conference 
today is much better than two or three weeks ago i 

He said the issue of peace and the struggle for 
peaceful co-existence is the overriding issue of our time^ 
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JAMES JACKSON proposed that the Party use the 
election campaign to increase the circulation of "The Worker" 

JACK STACHEL made a motion that JACKSON'S 
proposal be adopted and that the "Orgi Bureau" and the 
election campaign committee be instructed to work out 
details to make it effective throughout the country • 



DOROTHY HEALEY suggested that the Party address 
itself to the question of '^jceapportionment , " (of Congressional 
Districts) the rights of minorities, and the representation 
of Negroes and Puerto Ricans ; With regard to the role of 
the Party in California, HEALEY stated that the Party is 
going to "take advantage of the mass media" by becoming 
involved in issues which will be before the voters such as taxes 
and the water issue 0 In California the Party is proposing 
to set up a formal, legal Communist Committee in support of , 
or opposed to issues* which will be considered by the voters i 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT stated that he supported JAMES 
JACKSON'S motion that "The Worker " 0 b e the pri ncipal medium 
through which the Party "participate in the election campaign i 






BEN DAVIS stated he felt the matter of whether 
to have a national election campaign committee should be 
decided by "this body" (the NEC) rather than the 
Secretariat, and that GUS (PALL) should head the national 
election campaign committee i 

ARNOLD JOHNSON said he felt the Party should 
attempt to 'elect ten Cqhgre^^^ ' Mff* suggested 

the" following possibilities : ----- -=-=• - - v - ~ 

.Two .^candidates for Congress from^NYj one or two 

from California! one or two from Illinois! one from Mi ch igan; 
one from. Ohio! one" from Pennsylvania! one from the state 
of Washington! possibly one from New Jersey! possibly one from 



Massachusetts or possibly one from Minnesota, Indiana, or Wisconsin 
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GEORGE MEYERS stated that there is wide-spread 
gerrymandering in Baltimore against both minority groups 
and working-class people, 'and that the Party must make 
this matter a part of its appi*oa.ch. MEYERS stated that in 
Washington, D.C., Negroes are denied^the vote because the 
people of Washington know that a Negro^would be elected 
Mayor or the Negro people would decide who is\elected 
Mayor. MEYERS described this as .a blatant sitha^ion and 
said, "We ought to go to town on that and^sye3LJi&JU jdgfii 



With regard to the Presidential campaign MEYERS^y 
said he feels that the situation in the Democratic and 
Republican parties is still fluid and that the nominations 
are not necessarily going to jell around any two candidates 
and that the Party should not yet take sides. 

JIM WEST stated that in Illinois they had decided 
they should try to find a candidate to make a challenge on 
the question of a non-Communist affidavit. 

JACK STACHEL suggested setting up a platform 
committee of about five comrades to get the platform out 
by June 15. STACHEL suggested the following comrades for 
the Committee: Prom New York, BEN DAVIS, HATHAWAY and 

ARNOLD JOHNSON. With regard to the National Election 
Campaign committee, STACHEL suggested that it be composed 
of the Secretariat plus an allotted number from each 
district. 

WILLIAM WEINSTONE stated that..... it will not be 
possible to put up in all places a Congressional candidate 
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in the name of the Party because of insufficient strength 
or because legal conditions make it difficult. He suggested 
that the question of left coaltion candidates and Party 
candidates be combined. 




DANNY RUBIN stated that a new y outh publication. 
'New Horizons" has been launched wMpvSlTgive a Marxist 



m \\ gia vj. a auuidxxisuj Marxist;- 

pnbl i.c a t i£tfw It will use the technique of controversy and 
example rather than lecturing and will consider not only 
political questions facing youth but also other questions of 
interest to youth. 



RUBIN stated that this publication is considered 
a key factor in building a national youth organization 
and that a budget, _of_fc^QQ0 is necessary to guarantee its 
success. Prom June 1, to the middle of September, an attempt 
will be made to raise $5000 in fund drives and $2000 in 
subscriptions of one dollar each. RUBIN stated that young 
people have found it possible to get subscriptions for 
this publication from adults who would not contribute to 
other fields of the left, and that the publication will have 
a good list of adult sponsors. RUBIN commented that he felt 
this publication will be effective in closing the gap 
between "democratic youth" and the youth of the left. 

IRVING POTASH stated that preventing the government 
from transferring HENRY WINSTON to a prison hospital was a 
notable victory, but that there has been a relaxing in the 
Party of the campaign for clemency and that this campaign 
must be intensified. 
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POTASH stated that WINSTON has opposed legal 
action to obtain release for him because he Is afraid 
such a campaign would be a substitute for mass action, 
but that an effort is being made to convince WINSTON that 
legal action should be taken. 

POTASH said that WILLIAM PATTERSON did a good 
job abroad in the campaign for WINSTON and he hopes that 
E.G. FLYNN will continue the campaign. POTASH stated that 
Reverend KING (MARTIN LUTHER) has sent a letter on behalf 
of WINSTON and that KING will be asked whether this letter 
can be made public. 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT stated that the WINSTON campaign 
should gather such momentum that it will become a household 
word. LIGHTFOOT said that GIL GREEN has decided not to 
file for parole in September because he is "so selfless" 
he does not want to divert from the campaign for WINSTON, 
but that efforts are being made to persuade GREEN to file 
for parole. 



CARL WINTER suggested that the Party should 
follow up its achievements by advising its supporters 
what has happened specifically mentioning the WINSTON 
case. 



GUS HALL next mentioned the coming National Farm 
Conference, saying that SAM DAVIS was doing a good job, but 
HALL was of the opinion that it would be valuable if a 
representative from the West Coast and the South could 
attend. 
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GUS HALL then said that Comrade MORRIS (CHILDS) 
has been doing a very important job and has been able to 
make a real contribution in a specific field. He said 
that generally his work has been of a very high caliber 
and, therefore, ’’the Secretariat suggests that we elect 
Comrade MORRIS as the Foreign Affairs secretary ofThe Party 

and this body only (NEC ) . A 



HALL next stated that the feeling with regard to 
the Secretariat is to increase it to 8 in number, which 
would include CLAUDE (LIGHTFOOT), IRVING (POTASH) and 
GEORGE (MEYERS) from Baltimore. This would strengthen the 
Secretariat . 



BEN DAVIS commented that he was not in favor 
of enlarging the Secretariat. DAVIS also commented that 
this body (NEC) is too large, saying that in order to 
discharge responsibilities, it would be better to have 
smaller groups. He said the nature of the Secretariat is 
that 4 ought to be a small body and "I" do not encourage a 
tendency to increase it. . 



ilTAMESG JABKSON suggested a system of designating 
"alternates" to insure a <|jiorum in the absence of other 
comrades. This will still retain the principle of a 
numerically small Secretariat. 

LIGHTFOOT was not in favor of "alternates" and 
said he wouldn't serve as such. 
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LUMER expressed favor of enlarging the Secretariat, 
but was not In favor of "alternates." 

BEN DAVIS spoke again and indicated he would 
favor the addition of GEORGE (MEYERS) on Secretariat 
and leave off the other two (POTASH and LIGHTFOOT). 

GEORGE (MEYERS) commented that due to the 
nature of his work, he would not always be available t# 
attend meetings and it must be understood that would be 
a way in which he would function. 

HATHAWAY was in favor of enlarging the Secretariat, 
but limiting the participation of invited guests. 

Following further discussion, LIGHTFOOT proposed 
the possibility of "going back to the old form of Party 
organization," of having a Secretariat of 4 and a resident 
board (or resident NEC). No decision made. 

HALL moved for adjournment with discussion to 
continue at the next meeting of NEC. 

Meeting adjourned 5*16 p.m. 
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Time, Type and Place of Meeting 



Vis/so^ 



On Sunday, May 15, 1960, the National Executive C ommittee 
(NEC) of the Communist Party, USA, met in Communist PartV^-HEad- " 
quarters, 23 West 26th Street, New York City. This was /the third 
day of a three-day meeting. V 

Persons in Attendance 

The following members of the NEC were in attendance: 



PHIL BART 
BENJAMIN DAVIS 
EUGENE DENNIS 
GUS HALL 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
JAMES JACKSON 
ANTHONY KRCHMAREK 
CLAUDE LIGHTF00T 
HYMAN LUMER 
GEORGE MEYERS 
IRVING POTASH 
JACK STACHEL 
JAMES WEST 
CARL WINTER 



The following guests were in attendanc 



BILL ALBERTSON 
JAMES ALLEN 
HERBERT APTHEKER 
-MORRIS CHILDS 
BETTY GANNETT 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
DANNY RUBIN 
ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG 
LOUIS WE INSTOCK 
WILLIAM WE INS TONE 




WE INSTOCK was present for the morning session, DENNIS 
was present for two or three hours, CARL WINTER was the Chairman 
on May 15, I960. 




Report on the International Situation 
and the Struggle for Peace 



GUS HALL made a report which he cal led the international 
situation and the struggle for peace, /JACK SHULMAN taped HALL'$ 
speech and then left the meeting with tffe tape „ It is assumed 
that SALMAN will make the recording available to WILLIAM Z 0 

fosterTV 11 



HALL stated, the shooting down of the U-2, or the spy-plane 
incident, brought many developments to the surface and triggered 
other events. It sharpened certain differences in the Eisenhower 
administration. The Eisenhower administration and United States 
imperialism had been sort of compelled to ba for peace. However, 
the pro-war forces are still very powerful. In actuality, the 
United States Government did a contrary thing. It professed to 
work for peace and prepared to worsen the international situation. 
Therefore, we can say that the old John Foster Dulles policy still 
continues, although the general direction toward an understanding 
with the Soviet Union is still the same, ifi* 



The present situation has expo; 
fraud and deceit of the United States 
down of this plane over the Soviet Ua 
possibility of accidental atomic war. 
plane incident. We know that this la 
events that shook the United States, 
the world during the last thirty days 
in the United States. The seriousnes 
be measured only by the desperation o 
We might even say that it is a temper 
also a crisis of leadership. fV\ L§ 



oed dW double dealing, 
Government . The shooting 
ion also showed the 
We need no details on the 
only one of a series of 
There were many quakes in 
, All cf these were felt 
j of this U-2 incident can 
f the United States Government, 
ary government crisis and 



This government of ours is not as stable as it is cracked 
up to be. Even if only in a miniature way, this present inter- 
national situation showed how a real United States Government/ . 








crisis can develop. Temporarily, Che ship of state is in 
confusion and in bewilderment. Each department of the govern- 
ment is contradicting the other. We should see the spy-plane 
incident in the proper background. There have been thirty 
days of upheaval that shook the United States and its influence. 
The South Korean crisis is not yet over. The South African 
crisis is still developing. The dream that went with two hundred 
years of exploitation of Africa has exploded. The crisis in ^ 
Africa is not yet over and it is affecting the United States 4 

The crisis in Turkey also is not over yet. That crisis 
has weakened United States influence. It is important to 
remember that the last meeting of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation took place under tufigtioX law. 



The Cuban crisis continues and its influence is being 
felt all over the Americas, The Cuban situation affects the 
ability of the United States to move or net to move. Japan 
continues in ferment. The ratification of the security treaty 
between the United States and Japan is not yet assured. It is 
not in the bag yet, especially since the U-2 incident. There 
are developments in South Viet Nam, which is a sphere of influence 
of the United States. The exploding situation there is beginning 
to take on fighting forms » f p^\ (U 



The deep-going events in many countries of the world reach 
the United States. In the United States also, there ora movements 
and developments. The student movement in the South, and now in 
the North, and the events of the last five days in San Francisco, 
prove this and show that the student discontent is a world-wide 
phenomenon. The peace movement in the United States is on the 
upgrade. It is growing in size and scope* We need to see all 
of these developments and their interruptions in order to draw 
conclusions, ( , . 



The growing instability in the world has increased effect 
on the United States, the very heart of world capitalism. 
Developments in the capitalist world show great instability. 
There is the rivalry of the two trade blocs In Europe. Germany 
is the leader of one bloc. Great Britain leads the other bloc. 



OHTOE^' 





One will be defeated and die. The internal struggle in Germany, 
which has been postponed, will emerge, and the Summit will 
influence this, too. The United States is unable to take 
advantage of this struggle between the rival blocs in Western 
Europe because the economic situation in the United States i3 
not too good either, despite the glowing figures. The economic 
situation in the United States is not too stable, as can be 
seen in the reports on the steel and auto industries which were 
made at this meeting of the NEC. 



The U-2 spy-plane incident took place in the context 
of this instability. This is the most massive self-exposure 
in history and it is not yet over. The United States is in an 
almost impossible situation, yet it continued to arrogantly 
announce that it will make U-2 flights on the date of the Summit. 
The United States is in a terrible position and it put its allies 
in an almost impossible position as partners in crime. The 
United States will withdraw from this position. It will try to 
extricate itself. There has been an extreme reaction against 
this position of the United States, as Shaw? in the many editorials 
in newspapers and magazines. The United States has never been 
in a situation like this before. I do not know if anyone has 
completely defended the United States regarding this position. I 
Even reactionaries are not defending these acts. We know that I 
the "New York Post," the "New Republic," NORMAN COUSINS in the 
"Saturday Review cj£ Literature," end AhLAI STEVENSON ir. his 
Chicago speech on May 14, I960, have net but, -cn the 

contrary, have exposed this position of the United States. r oa\j 



The reaction of the people is crucial because they can 
see in this spy-plane incident the dangev of accidental atomic 
warfare. Also, there is a reaction the world cu the 

moral question. Who will believe us fruii now on? In regard 
to the Cuban-United States submarine Lac idenfc, who will believe 
the United States now? Although the American people are bewildered 
they are generally alarmed. The majority of the American people ^ 
do not yet understand who the forces are who favor war. They do 




EfTOU 



not understand the Dulles policy or the imperialis 
nature of the United States Government 



aggressive 



World reaction is very' unfavorable to the 
United States. Only KONRAD ADENAUER can find words of agreement. 
The United States stands exposed as a double-dealings lying 
nation. There is a growth of neutralism in the world and it 
will continue to grow. There is a possibility of withdrawal of 
nations from military alliances with the United States. In 
many countries, domestic consideration will require withdrawal 
from military entanglements with the United States. The world 
peace forces never had such an issue before. The balance of S ' 

power scales have tipped in favor of the socialist states and I 

are now weighted heavily in their favor. Or to state it another*' 
way, the capitalist world lost much and the socialist world gained 
very much in this shift. \&A U 



We in the United States must be prepared for such sudden 
shifts as we have seen in the last week. More shifts will jar 
the balance of power and the world will not revert back to the 
old. Has this created a new world situation? It is not important 
that it be basically a new situation. We do not need a new 
analysis. Out old analysis still stands. The line of the 17th 
National Convention of the Cpmmunist Party, USA is still correct, 
and that which the world Marxist movement said about the world 
situation still stands also. But we do see in the making 
possibilities for a new situation. The current events only 
show a current development in the general crisis of capitalism. 

It is another $tep in a new turn. The United States is being 
challenged in a new world situation. 'H ie possibility f or _n eace- 
and co-existe nce increases., despite powerful war forces in the 
'United States . Generally speaking, the United States is in a 
serious dilemma and is facing many contradictions. 



Since 1946, the United States has been involved in the 
cold war and has been spying since that time. We can say that 
it began with the Fulton, Missouri, speech of Winston Churchill. 
Already at the San Francisco conference to establish the United 






Nations, imperialism planned a shift in its policy. Since that 
time, everything in the policy of the United States has been A 

based on the cold war. All production, the entire economy, \ 

the budget, the national debt, and various alliances were based 1 
on this outlook^ “the cold war. Even ideology was based on this, 
and as John Foster Dulles once said, in order to retain this 
kind of an outlook, we need to put blinders on the people. We 
need tensions and brinkmanship to bind the people to this policy. 
Juot like a balloon needs air to keep it inflated, the cold war ' 
needs tensions , { [IA \ a 



Then there are the counter-pressures . These are the 
socialist world, the peace forces all over the world and the 
resistance against burdens for war, such as taxes, etc. People 
begin to see the danger of nuclear warfare and the danger of 
the H-bomb. So, when you relieve tensions, it is like letting 
air out of a balloon. This explains the contradictions in the 
United States; that is, you release tensions and then you 
increase tensions. All of these things are signs of the general 
crisis of capitalism as we see it here in the United States./ t 



Now, in regard to basic policy, is it wrong to put forth 
the idea of co-existence? Is it wishful thinking? The answer 
is that there is no room for such •questions. The Soviet Union, 
because i t believes i n peace , alw ays believed in oo~ existence . 
The'"’ Soviet Union's fight for peace has given it moral standing 
and prestige in the world unlike never before. The .s truggle for 

} even though there is an ebb and flow. 

We put emphasis on peace as the central issue. This is correct. 
If this current international situation proves anything, i t provt 
ve need more emphasis on peace. / fAu 



The pronouncements of the 20th and 21st Congresses of 
the CP,SU that war is not inevitable are not incorrect. The 
possibilities for peace are still great. We need peace movements 
to accompany this outlook. The 17th National Convention of the 
Communist Party, USA rejected the idea that peace is here. We 
have to fight for peace. We rejected the concept of a national 
peace front. These incorrect ideas showed we could be wrong in 





regard to the differences which were beirtg talked about in A . 
regard to the relations between the Soviet Union and China. 



As a result of the current events, some people are already 
saying that the Chinese Communist Party is right and that NIKITA 
KHRUSHCHEV is wrong. We American Communists should not invent 
such differences. Let us remember - that the United States does 
tretrOpy CrKHSiSer lands and Chinese waters and is the aggressor. 

The United States is violating Chinese air space daily. I cannot 
keep track of the protests China has numbered in regard to 
these violations. China is not in the United Nations, nor is it 
recognized by the United States, What attitude should China 
take toward United States imperialism? The Soviet Union is in 
a different position. The Soviet Union is in the center of things 
and can command and lead the fight for peaceful co-existence. 

This does not mean that the Chinese and the Soviets differ on the 
world situation. Maybe they have some differences on some internal 
problems. Maybe the Soviet Union does not see the Communes as 
the Chinese see them. Most of the Marxist world may not fully 
understand the Chinese Communes. I personally would have to be 
educated and shown. Maybe with a better understanding of Chinese 
conditions, I would more clearly grasp some of the internal 
problems of China, but we reject speculation about differences 
between the Soviet Union and China, Nothing good can come out 
of such speculation. /Tyt U 



Now h ere are some cen tral conclusions . Jtfe hav e to struggle., 
for peac e. Vje have to £ al^eTlT^~estrToo^'"at the peace movement. 
Thisfroblem has already been discussed in the Secretariat. Peace 
is now on the upgrade. We see the beginning of a series of joint 
actions developing on the peace front. New forces are asking for 
international law, no nuclear tests, and hands off Cuba. In 
regard to Cuba, we must point to United States policy and show 
how if endangers the peace of the world and not merely Cuban 
independence, f 



There must b e more -exposures of the war forces. We must 
expose the danger of the war atmosphere which haPbeen created. 
We must condemn war atmospheres and show how they can breed /i \ 




¥mm\ 





accidental war. 



We should expose the open -sky plan and the open»~aofi$e tie 8 ’ plf 
J:hggg^ is genuine disarmament, tdiSreTLi'no^KIng' to inspect* - " * 
Xn the peace movement generally, we must push for more united 
action. We should be building grass-roots organizations for 
peace. We must look into the possibility of establishing shop 
peace committees. It may be possible to set up a national peace 
letter. Such a letter is needed now and it might emanate from 
Washington . ^ 

We should raisathe,nead£or more_demonstra,ta t iv e action s, 
such as marches, picketing, etc. We should keep an eye on the 
Summit. New issues will arise. Peace emerges as a crucial issue 
of the elections. It may be necessary for us to expose the bases 
of the two old political parties again. We need to raise to a 
new level the idea that only a peace movement of the people will 
preserve the peace. We cannot leave this to the government alone 

On the war danger, the Summit meeting will dramatize the 
question of Berlin and Germany as the real issue* A serious 
situation can develop from the ADENAUER position if the United 
States sticks by it. We can also see danger resulting for Cuba 
in the policies of the United States. We should also keep in 
mind that there are also always scapegoats. The United States 
Government may want to take it out on us. So we should very 
realistically take note of the present situation. 





In regard to the Summit, many think that it may result in 
victories for peace and that there may be agreement on the ending 
of nuclear tests. There may be some compromise on the question 
of Berlin. The United States may have to retreat on some things. 
These are times for mass movements. The Communist Party, USA 
must not miss the bus. 








Remarks of JAMES JACKS O H 





The speakers were limited co seven minutes each in the 
discussion period. ^ 



JIM JACKSON stated, the main problem is Berlin,, How the 
United States will approach this problem will show whether it 
will make a contribution to peaceful co-existence. The United 
States might retreat on Berlin and use this as a diversion to 
intervene in Cuba. If this happens, there would be reaction in 
other parts of the world, such as Formosa and South Korea. Hie 
area for maneuvers by United states imperialism is very much 
restricted at this moment . 




Someone from the back of the room shouted that the 
of JACKSON in regard to Berlin and Cuba is too schematic 



^ Remarks of HERBERT APTHEKERj ^ftfj 




HERBERT APTHEKER stated that parliamentary democracy is 
in a crisis, particularly in Italy and in France. The American 
imperialists are spreading the idea that in the United States 
there is an open democratic society, as many editorialists say. 
Imperialists also say that yt, is this democratic society which 
hinders the United States, 

APTHEKER stated that he would say that it is untrue that 
we have an open democratic society in the United States. Basic 



United States policy is made by the Security Council and the CIA , 
wltiT no Con gressional control r^^^rthermore, the Security Council 
and the^C iX ar e hoF^OTposed of elected representatives. There 
is an increasing absence of democratic procedures. We have to 
shew that the United States has ties with such tyrants as 
FRANCO and ADENAUER. We have to show that there are people in 
the United States Government who still cling to the preventative 
war theory. We need to carry on a struggle against the CIA, 





Remarks of JACK STACHEL 




JACK STACHEL stated that ini 1955», JOHN FOSTER DULLES 
said that there is no contradiction between the cold war and 
co-existence. The Soviet Union said just the opposite. The 
cold war cannot replace a real war. Co-existence does not 
mean the status quo. uMT’jL 



American policy went through various evolutions. The 
cold war began in 1946 and up until 1950, the Utiited States 
thought it had a monopoly on the atom bomb and was getting ready 
to take over the socialist world. A blueprint of this plan 
appeared in ’"Colliers” magazine. During the period between 
1950 and 1953, the Uhited States was practicing brinkmanship. 

In 1955, the United States had to go to Geneva after there was 
a shift in the relation of world forces and the world Marxist 
movement . 



The Soviet Union has said that war is not inevitable. 
While war is not inevitable, pease is not inevitable either. 
So we have to be on guard. V 



Remarks of JAMES ALLEN 



JIM ALLEN said, a shift nas taken place in the position of 
the United States. The international position of the United 
States will influence the internal relations in our country. 

Labor is for the cold war. In order to consolidate their position; 
the monopolies have called for a Summit conference between labor 
and capital to solve economic problems on the home front. The 
central question in the fight for peace is the mobilization of 
labor. We have to address ourselves to this task. 



Remarks of CLARENCE HATHAWAY 



CLARENCE HATHAWAY stated that he agreed with the remarks 
of GUS HALL. He said that the Communist Party, USA should not 
go off on tangents or swing in this or that direction because of 
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current events , There may be success afe'the Summit, but the— 
theory of JIM JACKSON is an approach which is too schematic/ U 

Remarks of IRVING POTASH^ jL^H. 



U 



tnfe 



IRVING POTASH spoke about tfife AFL-CIO conference on world 
affairs. He said, the positions of GEORGE ME ANY and HARRISON 
are not new. This was probably the first time in the history of 
the united States that the trade union movement called such a 
conference. This was the boldest invention of JAY LOVES TONE, agent 
of the CIA. There have never been such bold challenges to ME ANY 
as there were at this conference. Not even at the AFL-CIO 
conference in Son Francisco was there such a challenge to ME ANY. 
HARTNETT of the XUE, CURRAN of the Maritime Union, members of 
the Canadian delegation, even WALTER REUTHER, and, after the 
conference, EMIL MAZEY, expressed themselves as being against 
some of the propositions of GEORGE MEANY. 




Continuing POTASH stated, there areVimportant under- 
currents against MEANY in the labor movement. Even the number 
of absentees from this conference proves this. Why was MEANY 
so bold at this time? He wanted to undermine the position of 
world labor on the concept of peaceful co-existence. POTASH 
stated that he would venture to say that the "New York Times" 
magazine supplement on the AFL-CIO conference on world affairs 
cost the AFL-CIO $45,000 and that it will have greater circulation 
abroad than in the united States. MEANY also feared that the 
current for peace developing in the labor movement will undermine 
his hold on the labor movement and has become a threat to his 
leadership. .This, is why he called the conference on foreign 
affairs. 






The conference has opened up a debate on foreign policy 
in the AFL-CIO. We should encourage such a debate on the part 
of the Progressives and the rank and file and we should participate 
in this debate. "The Worker" should participate in this debate 
and in its writing keep its eye on the trade union people. A 
flyer on the AFL-CIO conference on foreign affairs is being 
prepared by "The Worker." 
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( Action Taken on the Statement by 6US H 
that the United States Is Exposed as a 
Double-Dealing. Lying Nation 



^ CARL WINTER, as the Chairman of this session, introduced 

a one-paragraph resolution which had been written by JACK STACHEL. 
This resolution pertained to the statement by GU5 HALL, in his 
report, to the effect that the United States is exposed as a 
double-dealing, lying nation. The resolution would alter HALL’s 
statement to explain that it is not the nation but the leaders 
of the United States Government who have been exposed as liars .rTTj 

HALL agreed with this proposal, as did all others present, 
except BEN DAVIS. DAVIS said the people must assume responsibility 
for the morality of the government and the nation as a whole 



matron ol 



teporl 



Remarks of GEORGE MEYERS 



GEORGE MEYERS stated that what the people do will determine 
whether the wild, pro-war maniacs will be checked. MEYERS stated 
that when he left Baltimore, the papers were stating that the 
White House had received only five hundred letters in regard to 
the U-2 flights and that the majority of the letters wer e-favor able, 
MEYERS said that this statement may or may not be true. / 

^ Remarks of ARNOLD JOHNSON 7 

After a word or two from BETTY GANNETT, ARNOLD JOHNSON 
said, we should call a conference and re-examine all of the peace 



Remark of PHIL BART 



PHIL BART stated that the main issue is Berlin anc 
will determine to what degree we are to have peace, d 



Germany, 










^ Remark of WILLIAM WEINSTONE ^ 




After a word or two from JIM WEST and MORRIS CHILDS, 
WILLIAM WE INS TONE quoted from Lenin to the effect that wars 
are prepared in secret* He said, we should raise the slogan 
that we ^ant candidates elected who will honestly fight for 
peace « 





y Remarks of BEN DAVIS 

BEN DAVIS stated that he v agrees that there is no need for 
a change in the line of the 17th National Convention of the 
Communist Party, USA, but some changes may be necessary. NIKITA 
KHRUSHCHEV characterized EISENHOWER as a man of peace. Now 
EISENHOWER is not a man of peace, l 

Remarks of CARL WINTER ^ 

CARL WINTER cited examples of what he termed as immoral 
acts committed by the United States. WINTER listed the following: 
(1) The moving of Japanese Nationals from the West Coast of the 
United States at the outbreak of World War II; (2) The dropping 
of the A-bomb on Hiroshima; (3) The Smith Act trials; (4) Denial 
of integration and voting rights to Negroes in parts of the 
United States; (5) The American workers favor a little war because 
it gives them more employment. (fjMn 

WINTER stated that the American workers participate in this 
immorality. The workers do not understand how some problems 
are related to their genuine self-interest. Xt^i.s our job to 
show them what their genuine self-interest is./^ 

In concluding, WINTER stated that he sees advances in the 
struggle far peace as a result of .the AFL-CH1 conference on world 
affairs. ^ 

Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS *7 



ks o: 
sion 



DENNIS said that he would not just refer to the shooting 
down of the U-2 as a spy-plane incident. It is bigger than that. 
The United States committed a hostile, military act. This was 
an aggressive effort to torpedo the Summit meeting. Undoubtedly, 
there were more flights in the past, but not across the heart of 
Russia. L&X $A 



Then DENNIS stated that at the Summit, some limited 
headway will be made. Prospects for the Summit have improved 
as compared with two or three weeks ago. The Soviet policy 
for peace stands out more clearly. Reaction to American aggressive 
acts in other countries and here help the prospects for the Summit. 
The issue of peace and peaceful co-existence should be the heart 
and center of our work. //vA U 



DENNIS concluded stating that he agrees with those who 
said that more stress should be put on the labor movement in the 
fight for peace. The issue of peace should be the pivotal 
point in the elections. 



Summary by GUS HALL 



^ GUS HALL stated that it was a good discussion for a 
collective body. The discussion of peaceful co-existence and 
labor's role in regard to it was good and he agrees with the 
comments which were made, ft \J 



HALL said, the United States is on the defensive on many 
fronts. EISENHOWER is going to the Summit in a defensive mood. 
This might lead to some concessions. Democratic rights and 
peace go hand in hand. We should fight for democratic rights. 
On secrecy in government, there is a need to fight against it, 
but this has nothing to do with open-skies proposals that may 
be made by the United States Government at the Summit, /a) U 



Disarmament is the key. Once you have general dfs armament, 
you can have agreement on inspection, but not before. War plans 
are hatched and developed secretly, as WILLIAM WE INS TONE pointed 
out. 




HALL then stated that after the Summit meeting is over, 
he would favor a full-dress discussion on peace and the movement 
for peace in one of the leading committees of the Communist 
Party, USA, probably the NEC. One issue we must keep in the 
forefront is disarmament. The ruling classes will close ranks 
soon. They will find a balance. We should be prepared for this, 

HALL said he agrees with EUGENE DENNIS that the U-2 is 
more than a spy-plane incident. In regard to the nation being 
exposed for lying and double-dealing, it could be that he used 
the wrong word and he did not mean to. However, when people 
abroad think of the United States, they think of the American 
people as an image. We have to find ways to fell the American 
people that if they permit the warmakers to act in their name, 
people all over the world will have the wrong impression of us 
and will confuse us with our government. We, the people, also 
have a responsibility, f* \ . 



lotion 
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A motion to adopt the report of GUS HALL on the interna- 
tional situation and the struggle for peace was adopted . 
unanimously after some discussion of the motion, 



Statement by BEN DAVIS on the Vote on the 
Report of HY LUMER on Education and Ideoloj 



BEN DAVIS stated that with regard to fh$ motions made on 
May 14, 1960, to adopt the report of HY LUMER on education and 
ideology and the report of JIM JACKSON on agitation and propaganda, 
he wished to go on record as voting for JACKSON's report, but 
abstaining from the vote on LUMER 8 s report, 

Letter of "Greetings” to thej 
Northern California District f 



CLARENCE HATHAWAY introduced a draft of a letter to be 
given to DOROTHY HEALEY for delivery to the Northern California 
district. This letter sends the Northern California district / 




’’greetings” for its activity in behalf of the mobilization 
against the hearing of the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities in San Francisco. The letter urges the Northern 
California district to publish a leaflet containing an account 
of what happened in regard to the HCUA hearing in San Francisco — 
this leaflet to be suitable for national distribution. {ZilX U 



It was agreed to send this letter with HEALEY and also 
that ’’The Worker” should run a prominent story on the activities 
among students in connection with the HCUA hearing in San 
Francisco-- this story to be printed as a flyer, as well as in 
"The Worker. \i 



Adoption of Remarks and Suggestions of JACK STACHEL 
on the Electoral Policy of the Communist Party, USA 



The remarks and suggestions of JACK STACHEL in regard to 
the electoral policy of the Communist Party, USA, which had been 
made on May 13, 1960, were adopted in the form of a motion. 

This includes the three aspects of the electoral policy of the 
Communist Party, USA, as enumerated by STACHEL. LA4= \ j 



The idea of JIM JACKSON to use the 1960 election campaign 
to mobilize two thousand Communist Party members and sympathizers 
to give ten hours each week in order to visit people and also 
secure subscriptions to ”The Worker” was adopted in principle, 
but referred to the Organization Bureau for the purpose of 
working out the details. /jUt=- L4 



A proposal to get at least fen Communist Party members to 
run as Congressional candidates in various states was adopted in 
principle, with the details to be worked out later. Wherever 
possible, these candidates should run in the name of the Communist 
Party. If if is not possible to run in the name of the Communist 
Party, then well-known Communists should run in the name of some 
other party. Ul 



Mentioned as possible states where Communist Party members 
might run as Congressional candidates were: New York, California, 



*. J 







Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, Washington, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. 



Decision to Launch a Publication for the Youth 
to be Called '“New Horizen” 



DANNY RUBIN announced that a publication for the youth 
called "New Horizen" will be launched. The purpose of the 
publication is to make a contribution to the democratic youth 
movement in the United States. This paper will not be labeled 
Marxist, but will use a Marxist analysis on a 1£ issues. It 
will deal with all kinds of youth questions. 



RUBIN stated that "’New Horizen" is only in the "springtime” 
now. Shoots are coming out and they need to be watered. It is 
hoped to launch the paper in September. Officially the campaign 
to raise $7,000 for this publication will begin on June 1st and 
will continue to September. The paper will close the gap between 
the Left yoyth and the democratic youth. It has a number of adult 
sponsors. m 



PHIL BART endorsed the idea of a paper for the youth and 
said he is helping to raise some of the money for this publication. 
An appeal is being made to former members of the Young Communist 
League to give a contribution of $10 each. L J k Ar hf 



The NEC endorsed this project. GUS HALL urged an earlier 
publication date if it is possible. LMr Lt 



IRVING POTASH made a brief report on the Henry Winston 
campaign. He said that there has been a letdown in the campaign 
in the United States. Some attorneys want to sue the United / 
States Government. The charge would be cruelty and neglect / 
which caused injury to WINSTON. WINSTON does not approve this V 
type of legal action, since he thinks that it might distract / 
from his campaign for amnesty or executive clemency. The 
attorneys feel that the bringing of legal action might help ther 
campaign for executive clemency or amnesty. WINSTON will be 
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told that the decision in regard to legal action is not his to 
make. fifeVli 



POTASH reported that a letter was received from Reverend 
MARTIN LUTHER KING supporting freedom for HENRY WINSTON. A 
letter has been sent to KING asking if KING'S name may be used, 
publicly. A reply to this letter has not been received as yet/* 



POTASH also reported that an appeal for executive clerai 
is before the President of the United States. PAT GORMAN, 
President of the Amalgamated Keatcutters and Butcher Workmen 
of North America, has received a letter from the White House. 
This letter stated that WINSTON's appeal is up for cons iderat: 
and that the President will make a decision on the appeal./ -0 



POTASH stated that in contrast to the United States, there 
is a real campaign for freedom for WINSTON abroad. WILLIAM 
PATTERSON has spread the campaign around while he has been in 
Europe. ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN carried material in regard to the 
campaign for WINSTON with her on her trip abroad. So the inter- 
national campaign is rolling, but it is necessary to get the 
campaign underway in the United States once again. Q^r jj 



Information Concerning GIL GREEN. ROBERT THOMPSON and HENRY WINSTON 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT reported that word was received through 
the family of GIL GREEN that GREEN will not ask the United States 
Board of Parole for parole when he is next eligible. 



The NEC members opposed the decision of GREEN, and an 
effort will be made to send word to GREEN that he should not make 
such a decision on his own, especially since he is in jail and 
does not have the benefit of a collective discussion. A > s 



GUS HALL remarked that BOB THOMPSON and HENRY WINSTON are 
pretty well informed on the political activities of the Communist 



mXtim 




Party, USA and both gave their consent to the main line and 
proposals adopted at the last meeting of the National Committee 
of the Communist Party, USA. ^ 

Adj ournment ^ ^ 

^ At this point, the enlarged meeting of the NEC concluded 
[ ^nd^w as followed by an executive session of the NEC, which is 
being reported separately^ , 
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